
1996, Day 10, 1375, Sha'ban 19, 1417 


le t'-'-ja-- .i- . ' . 



. '...'V '';a^-a^oldwii 


of Hasting. 

iS 





urin iyM 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - Iran, Turk- 
menisian and Turkey here Satur- 
day night sigi^ a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) to meet 
Ankara's gas needs and transfer of 
Ir anian and Turkmen namral gas 
to Eurc^ via Tudt^. 

Hk agreement was inirerf 
Iran’s oil minister, Gfaolamieza 
Aqazad^, Ttnldsh minister of en- 
ergy and natural resources, Recai 
Kutan, and Turkmen deputy 
prime minister. Batyr 
Sardzhayev, at the end of their 
tiqiartite meetmg. 

In an interview at the end of the 
meeting, Aqazadeh termed ±e 
7 agreemeox as a successful example 
of co(^>eraiion betweoi the three 
countries. 

The on minister also described 
the tripartite MoU as very impor- 
tant from political, security and 
economic points of view. 

ban’s gas pipeline will be o£B- 
dally linlfwi to dial of 'nnkey' at the 
ban-lbticey j(»Dt border in the next 
T ran i an Tnrmrti of Farvardin (Match 
21-Apri! 20) in the presence of ofii- 
dals from both countries. 

Meanwhile, Kutan told repon- 
ers that Ankara is willing to up- 
grade ties with Tehran to the 
highest level. 

Positive steps vrill be taken by 
Tehran and Ankara in political, 
economic and cultural fields fol- 
lowing this agreement, he con- 
# eluded. 


Japanese PM Hails 
Host^e Releases in 
Peru as Start of Dialogue 


TOKYO, JAPAN (AFP) - Japa- 
nese Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto yesterday welcomed 
the' release of 20 more hostage in 
Lima as "the start of dialogue" and 
stressed again Tokyo’s opposition 
to using force to end the standoff. 

Hashimoto also said he would 
act on a letter of appeal he received 
from Japanese businessmen still 
held in the Japanese ambassador's 
residence in Lima urging tiie gov- 
ernment to step up efforts for the 
early release of the hostages. 

"Saturday’s release means that 
dialogue has started,” Hashimoto 
told reporters. 

"The approach taken by Presi- 
dent (Alberto) Fujimori has pro- 
duced a result, leading to a direct 
dialogue between the Peruvian 
government and the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 

(MRTA) rebels." 

The rebels, who seized the 
compound on December 17, re- 
leas^ 20 more people on Satu^ 
day, reducing the number of 
hostages they are still holding to 
S3. 

Moments after the release, gov- 
ernment negotiator Domingo 
Palenno, who met directly with the 
MRTA for the first time in the 
compound said "progress has been 
made" to end the standoff. 

Hashimoto also said an appeal 
received from J^ianese business- 
men held c^tive "showed a cool- 
headed approach among hostages 
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as well as the severe state tiiey are 
in." 

"I will write to President Fuji- 
mori as soon as possible, based on 
whar I read in tiie letter," he added. 

'ihe letter, written in Japanese 
and Spanish and delivered by freed 
Japanese hostages on Saturday, 
was signed "ail hostages be> 
longing to Japanese films operat- 
ing in Peru," and address^ to 
Hashimoto and all Japanese citi- 
zens, according to a copy shown by 
J^an Broadcasting Corp. (NHK). 

It read: "We are being watched 
by armed soldiers for 24 hours a 
day. If this stale of confinement is 
protracted, it will be extremely dif- 
ficult for us to maintain physical 
and mental balance." 

"We are from the privaie sec- 
tor, and therefore should be ex- 
cluded from negotiations between 
the Peruvian government and the 
rebel group," it added, urging To- 
kyo to press for their release. 

NHK said it was unknown 
whether the letter was written 
spontaneously by the hostages or 
under the ord^ of the rebels. 

See Page 13 



Habibi Holds Talks wHb 
Ta§lk Premier Ailmov 


ByPARISAALINL4 
DUSHANBE, TAJIKISTAN - 
Iran’s First ^ce President Dr 
■ Hassan Habibi yesterday met with 
Tqflc Prime Minister Yahya Azi- 
mov shortly after arriving at tiie 
T^ik capita on a three-dsy state 
visiL 

Hifoibi is here at the head of a 
high-level econoimc delegation 
and was greeted at the Dushaidie 
Airport by l^flc prime minister 
and a mmfoer of other senior Ihjik 
officials. 

Aziniov thanked Dc Habibi for 
accqitmg Us invitation, and said: 
"Doe to the cultural, historical and 
lingual commonalties between the 
two countries, the Muslim people 
of T^ikistan are very keen to pro- 
mote their politic^ economic, 
cultural and trade relations with 
the Islamic Republic of Iim* 


Ibrniiiig Ashkhabad-Sarakhs 
railway, "a short and economical 
way" for Tajikistan's trade with 
otlsr regional countries, the Tajik 
premier noted: "My counir>' is 
eager to study the wa> s of further 
e?cpIoiting this rail link with the 
\'isitiiig Iranian delegation." 

He also called for estab- 
lishment of a trade center for ex- 
hibition of Iran’s industrial goods 
inDusharfoe. 

Dr. Habibi said: "The two 
counuies* officials have already 
started their talks exploring wav s 
of « gpanding bilaieiU ties and fi- 
nalizing the agreements reached 
between Iran and TbjikjstaiL" 


He emphasized that with the 
Iran-Tajik Joint Economic Com- 
mission becoming more aaivc. 
the way would be pa\ cd for fur- 
ther promotion and expansion of 
ties between the two countries. 

Dr. Habibi also called for set- 
ting up c.\pcn commiuccs to le- 
\icu' Irano-Tajik expansion of 
politicaL economic, trade and cul- 
tural ties. 

During his official visit, which 
marks the fust of its kind to the 
former So\ici republic, Habibi is 
due to confer with President 
Imomali Rakhmanov and other 
Ugh-ranking Tajik officials. 

See Page 1.3 


Majlis Rejects Probe into 
Mobile Phones 


BY MEHRDAD SERJOOIE 
TEHRAN - Mebdi Reza 
Darvishzadeh, representative 
from Dezful, Khuzestan Prov- 
ince, yesterday proposed that an 
investigation be conducted into the 
sums collected last year for mobile 
telephones and on the reasons why 
Iran’s Telecommunications Com- 



Israel to Control 
Hebron Shrine 
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Majlis Considers 
Problems of 
State-Owned 
Companies 

IRAJVNEf^'S PARLIAMENTARY DESK 
TEHRAN - A female lawmaker 
yesterday asked (he govemment 
to revise its policy related to com- 
panies belonging to (he public 
sector. 

Monireh Nowbaklu in a pre- 
agenda speech in the opening ses- 
sion of the Majlis said that a 
review of the policy related to the 
state-owned companies is needed 
at a lime when diriiatc on the an- 
nual budget for the 1376 Iranian 
year (starting on March 21, 1997) 
is continuing in the Legislature. 

Representative of the Ibhran 
Constituent, Nowbakbt said that 
there are 2;150 govemoieat- 
owned companies in Iran with to^ 
tal assets three times more than 
the general budget of the country. 

"Interestiqgly enough. Just 39S 
of the- 1,150 . companies pay 
ta.xes," she told the M^lis session 
presided over by Spealrer Ali Ak- 
bar Nateq-Nouii 

The present condition of the 

SeePa^ 13 


JERUSALEM (Dispatches) - Re- 
jecting Palestinian demands for 
shared control. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said yester- 
day that Israel alone will maintain 
security at a disputed religious 
shrine in the heart of Hebron. 

Netanyahu also said Israelis 
would remain in the West Bank 
city ‘ ’forever,” drawing criticism 
from P^estinian negotiator Has- 
san Asfour who said such a decla- 
ration ’’negates the spirit of 
peace.” 

Two fire bombs were hurl^ at 
a Jewish residence in the ci^ 
where tensions lemain high be- 
tween about 500 Jewish settlers 
and 130,000 Palestinians. There 
was no damage or injury. 

Palestinian and Israeli negotia- 
tors planned to meet last night to 
coQUDue work on a much-delayed 
plan to hand over 80 percent of tiie 
West Bank town to Palestinian po- 


lice. 

Under the agreement. Netan- 
yahu said, Israeli troops will re- 
main in the center of the ciiy to 
protect the Jewish settlers and to 
guard the Tomb of the Patriarchs, 
kmown to Palestinians as the Ibra- 
himi Mosque. It is revered as the 
burial site of biblical figures in- 
cluding Abraham and Sarah. 

”The areas that include the 
Jewish quarter, the Jewish resi- 
dents, and the Tomb of the Patri- 
archs, will r emain under Israeli 
security control, complete secu- 
rity control,” said Netanyahu. 

”The Israeli army will be in 
that part without any limitation. ” 

1 IsraeU to Withdraw I 
One Week After 
I Hebron Accord | 

JERICHO, WEST BANK - Israeli 
troops will withdraw fitim most of 
Seepage 13 


pany (ITC) has not signed con- 
tracts with domestic companies to 
manufacture the mobile handsets. 

His proposal was put to vote in 
the Majlis (Parliament) and was 
rejected by 89 votes against 64 in 
favor and 34 abstentions. 

Last year, applicants deposited 
6,000.060 rials each with ITC for 
purchase of mobile telephones 
which were to be delivered within 
18 mombs. 

But last summer, the Majlis 
Economy, Finance, and Plan and 
Budget Commission declared mo- 
bile telephones "commercial com- 
modities" and refused to allow the 
imports of mobile handsets. 

Seepage 13 
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Iran’s Private, Public Sectors 
Ready for Investment in Tajikistan 

A high-level Iranian delegation headed by First Vice 
./^LPresident Hasson Habibi went to neighboring Tajik- 
istan yesterday. The delegation, made up of senior offi- 
cials of the administration of President Akbar Hashemi 
Bafsanjani, will confer with officials of the govenunent of 
President Imomoli Hokhmonov in Dushanbe. I 

Tojildstan and all other former republics of the Soviet 
Union in Central Asia and the Caucasus region have had | 
close historical, cultural and religious association vnth 
Iran for the lost several centuries, but during the seven 
decades of Russian Communism. Iran's ties with these 
r^ublics remained at a low level 

Iran renewed its relations with these republics after the 
demise of the Soviet Umon in 1991. and Tajilnstan now 
enjoys a sp>ec3al status among other republics because of 
its ethnic links with the Islamic Republic. 

Persian language links Iran and Tajikistan witii a 
strong bond and both coxintaies are ready and wilting to 
join hands in all areas of bilateral cooperotioiL 

Unfortunate^. Tajikistan has remained a trouble spot 
since its independence in 1991. The trouble started in 1992 
when the pro-Isloznic government was ousted by Rakhma- 
nov’s neo-Communists. 

As a result, a basic element for reconstruction. Le. peace 
coupled with stabiUty. has been missing in Tojildstan 
during the last four years. 

No doubt the civil war was imposed on the people of 
Tajikistan. At the same time Iron. Russia and the United 
Nations did all that was possible to silence the guns in the 
poorest republic of the Central Asia. 

Because of the mediatory efforts of Iron. Russia and the 
United Nations several documents have been signed over 
the past two years of negotiations. The lostest was signed 
last week in Moscow. The Moscow negotiations ore sup- 
posed to culminate in a final agreement in Tehran within 
the next two months. 

Iran's sincere efforts were aimed at bringing peace and 
stability to Tajikistan, because Tehran is quite ready to 
join hands vnth its neighbors for a comprehensive xecon- 
stiuction of that coimtiy. 

Both the private and public sectors of the Islamic Repub- 
lic are ready to invest in construction of the basic infra- 
structure facnlities in Tajikistan pr^>oring it for further 
development. 

What Tajiks need is to stick to commitments they hove 
made in Moscow and follow it through by putting the final 
seal on the papers in Tehran. 

A popular people's government along with stability will 
pave the way for the Iranian private and public sectors to 
cooperate with their neighJ^ois in the reconstruction of 
Tajildstan and improve the lot of destitute Tajiks. 

The current risit of the Iranian delegation could be a 
landmark in the way c! unlimited Dushanbe-Tehion coop- 
eration. 



Velayati, Nouri 
to Meet Today 



VELAYATI 

m4y ^’EWS POLITICAL DESK try. 


NOURI 





/A-LV pouticai, desk 
TEHRAN - Broadening of Itano- 
Turldsh relations is of special sig- 
nificance in terms of achioing 
peace. stabUit>‘ and ot’czall %vcl- 
fare in the region. Turkish Presi- 
dent Sulc>'nian Ocmircl said in 
Ankara on Satuid3>‘. 

Dcmircl outlined some of the 
most important c\'cnts of 1996. 
while speaking at a press confer- 
ence. 

The Tuddsh president nsswsrd 
the outcome of President Hoija- ‘ 
tolesbm Akbar Kshemi Rafsan- 
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eluded in ihai rcspecL 
be indicaicd that pronotien of 
trade relations was not sigaiaa 
other countnes. 

Ocimrcl also ebbonsed on 
some of the a^nda brougb up 
during the talks which included 
promotion of bilateral cooperation 
in the areas of campaign against 
terrorism, and maintcrumce and 
picscr\ntion of hosier sccurit>'. how- 
c\-Ei; tltt issues related to coop- 


TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar will receive Seyed 

Abdullah Nouri. Tajik opposition 
leader at the Foreign Ministry s 
Institute for Political and Iniema- 
tional Studies flPlS) to review the 
end of hostilities in Tajikistan and 
the recent agreements reached in 
Moscoav. 

Imomali Rahkmanov. presi- 
dent of Tajikistan Republic and 
Seyed Abdullah Nouri met on De- 
cember 19 in Moscow and signed 
the final agreement for estab- 
lishment of cease-fire and peace 
in Tajikistan. 

In this agreement the two sides 
agreed to fonn a national compro- 
mise commission to bring back 
peace and slabilit>‘ into the coon- 


The panics have further agreed 
to continue the negotiation in Te- 
hran on January' 5. 

Sittce 1 992 — one year after the 
indeperrience of Tajikistan— dif- 
ference arose between the govern- 
ment forces and the opposition 
group w*bo were seeking a share 
in tire govenunenL 

So far the two sides nave held 
fhe official rounds of talks in Is- 
lamabad. Askhabad. Tehran and 
Moscow and the peace taiicg in 
Tehran in 1994 led to a 6-month 
cease-fire. . 

In these negotiation, the UN 
peace envoy, Iran and Russia have 
had an active rale in bnngiiig the 
waning parties to the iregotialioa 
table. 


jani's visit to Turitn* as posith'e 
noting that close relations be- 
tween Iran and Tuxkc>‘ would af- 
fect re^oiul dc\‘eIopmcnts 
positiveh*. 

Demirel stressed that consult- 
ations and pennanent exchange of 
views between the officials of 
Iran and Turkey will continue at 
various levels. 

He emphasized tiiat he and his 
Iranian counterpart adopted a re- 
alistic approach in their discus- 
sions of regional dc\*clopmcnts 
and bilateral relations. 

The Turkish president stated 
that Rafsanjani a^ he took stq>s 
for e.xpansion of bilatcial tra^ 
ties ai]d some accords were con- 



Suieiman Demirtl 


oration between the two countries, 
on defense industries were not 
touched on during the visiL 


Armenian President, Premier 
to Visit Iran Soon 


IRAN NEWS P0W7CAL DESK 
YEREVAN. ARMENIA - The 
Amieniaii President Levon Ter- 
Petrosrian on Satnid^ haded the 
"positi^" outcome of the state 
visit of Iran's First Mce President 
Dr. Hassan Habibi to Annenia. 

"The volume of the accords 
reached between the two nations 
was beyond expectation of Arme- 
ma." he said in his second round 
of talks with Habibi 

Refeixiiig to the agreements 
signed between Iran and Annenia 
in political, economic and cultural 
affaiis, Petrossian said Yerevan 
was at the beginniiig of e^qiansion 
of relations with Tehrait 

H.q)zessing his countiy’s desire 



TER-PETROSSIAN 
to further promote bilateral coop- 
eration whh Iran, be termed Te- 
hran-Yeievan eTqension of 


relations as ‘‘fiuitful'' and in the 
interest of the tw o nations. 

The Armenian president said 
that he and the Armenian premier 
will soon pay a vish to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to pursue the bi- 
lat^ agreements in order to 
pave the w;:^ for further e.vpan- 
sion of relations. 

Habibi in response, welcomed 
the two conntries' promotion of 
relations and trade exchanges, 
ss^ing that arrangements have 
been made for a meeting in Te- 
hran of the two countries' joint 
economic commissioiL 

Habibi visited Armenia at the 
bead of hi^-Ie%'el political-eco- 
nomic delegation Dec. 25-28. 


Majlis 

Candidates to 
Register 
Names 
Tomorrow 

iftuv NEWS pasuamentasy desk 
TEHRAN - Imennediary candi- 
dates for by-election in the M^is 
will register their names as of to* 
morrow. 

During the elections for the 
fifth term of the Majlis (Parlia- 
ment) held on March 8. candidates 
from Isfoban, Barkhar. Meimeb, 
Nayeen. Naja&bad and Naiaiiz all. 
located in Is fahan Piovince, as' 
well as Kbomein, Rambormuz. 
Zanjan, Salmas. Malayer, Mian- 
doab. Rouman and Vazaqan were 
caireeUed by the Guardians Coun- 
Seepage 13 


6,000 Titles of Books 
Published in Iron This Year 


ed for the first time and those re- 
printed this year stood at 4.081 
and 4,429 req>ectively, IRNA re- 
ported. 


Majlis Association of 
Engineers Formed 

fairs in the country's judicial sys- 


MIRSALIM 

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN — Some 3,598 tittes of 
books have been published during 
the fust nine months of this yeai; 
said the Minister of Cuhuie and 
Islamic Guidance Mostafa Mir- 
salim here yesterday. 

The fflinistei; speaking at a 
press conference, said that some 
5,579 titles of books fasKl been 
pifoUshed last yeac 

The number of books publish- 


He added that the number of 
publishers active outside Tehran 
showed a remadcable increase this 
year compared to the previous 
years. 

Some 69 percent of total active 
publishers are now in Tehran 
white Ui^ were 82 percent last 
year, he said. 

Hie minister said that 22 per- 
cent of the total publishers are in 
Qom. five percent in Mashhad, 
two percea in T^riz and tw'o per- 
cent in IsfahaiL 

Accoiding to IRNA, be 
pointed out that the average cop>- 
ies of each book published in Iran 
was 5,900. while they were 4,800 
last year. 

Miisallm said that books on re- 
ligious matters, children and 
young adults and on Persian lan- 
guage and Uteraiuie were among 
the best selling books offered at 
bookshops this year 


IRAN NEWS FAkUAMENZARYDESK 
TEHRAN- Tlie Majlis Associa- 
tion of F.nginReis was establisbed 
followmg declaration of its objec- 
tives and approval of the foundisg 
board, a report from the Majlis 
Head Office of Cultuial Affaiis 
and Public Relations said here 
yesterd^. 

Some of the aims of the Asso- 
ciation are as follows: 

1. To review and undertake 
professional analysis of those 
plans and bills related to the coun- 
try's deN'elopraent. and engmeer- 
ing affairs. 

2. To support the codification 
of necessary policies which aim at 
the qualitativ'e enhancement of 
Iran’s technical and engineering 
affairs in the form of rules and 
directives issued by the concerned 
anthorities. 

3. To crystallize the place and 
position of engineers and the 
coontiy's engineering code as per 
e.^cutive technical and engineer- 
ing affaiis and to determine the 
role of e?q)erts in planni n g , dc- 
signing, and following up legal af*- 


tern. 

4. Tb accelerate the codifica- 
tion and im p l ftm^ntfltinn of tiu 
Standardization codes of technical 
and epgineerirtg acthities. 

5. To provide proper grounds 
to e?qx>rt the country's technical 
and engineering services abroad, 
taken their developmeia and 
growth in Iran into consideiatioo. 

6. To draw up policies for &- 
pelts iiainii^ education f^^ 
the country' 's tephniggi axxi devel- 
opment affairs, i.e. the wods force 
rangiDg from sixiq)te worker to 
specialized enginecis, as well as 
defiini^ job classification for 
these professions. 

The report went on to add that 
the Association elected Dr. Seyed 
Gholasn Reza Shirazian. 
Mohsen Yahymri, Eng, Seyed 
Hossein Hashemi, Eng 
Baha’udin Adab. Eng. Yaduhdi 
Tafacmejad, Eng. Balal Samar- 
qandi, and Eng. (Ms.) Marzich 
^ddiqi as members of its presid- 
ing board. 
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Kyodo Bureau Chief 
Hasegawa Impressed by 
Iran’s Culture 


J apan’s leading and prestigious news agency, Kyodo News 
has been covering fte Iranian developments from Tehran 
for ages and observers in Iran believe that its coverage mostly 
based on die facts and it is unbiased. 

At present I^Kxio Bureau Chief 
is a young journalist, Kenji 
Hasegaiwa ixdio arrived here in 
Oct 1995 to replace another active 
Japanese journalist Tomohiro 
Gima. 

It was his second visit as 
Hasegawa was here in 1983 when 
he was a college student with Farsi 
language as his major. 

"While studying Persian lan- 
guage a serious interest had g;rown 
up in my mind to see Iran, its cul- 
ture, dvilization .and the people 
and I decided to visit Iran,” Hasegawa told IRAN NEWS. 

T realized that the Iranians are kind and enjoy great hospi- 
tality," Hasegaw 2 i, 34, reqx>nded to a question. 

"I still remember my visit to Iranian historical dties of Shiraz, 
Isfahan and Tehran in 1985 and saw diere signs of great 

dviOzalion of this country," Hasegawa recalled. 

■. ■■■ — See Page 13 ^ 
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President Meets 
TuMsS^ Turkmen 
Ministers 


1 PRAYER TIMES | 

Nooq (Zobr) 

12:07 

Evening (Maghreb) 

17:23 

Tornorrow'sDawn (Fajr) 

05:35 

Toaorrofr'sSoRrise 

07:14 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Presidenl Hashemi 
Rafsaigam received 'Ihikish en- 
ergy and resources misiste^ Me 
Kutao, Todonen President 
San^^ev, and Kaganov, the oil 
minister yesterday a fternoon. The 
meeting was also attended by Oil 
Minisrer Aqazadeh. 

At the meeting the Turkish 
minister stressed Im govern- 
ment's resolve for cooperation to 
build the p4>eline for oozrveying 
gas from 'Ihikinenistan and Tran 
to tvodd markfels via Tmk^. 

He sa^: "The Turkish govern- 
ment shall c any - out this project 
fimify on the basis of its national 
interests and without attexaion to 
the foreign pressures.” 

He said: "The oil ministeis and 
nffieifllc of the three r mintneg 
without ax^ difieience in views 
and with complete goodwill are 
ready to execute the project well" 
llieoil mimster of Thdnrieffis- 
tan appreciated the IRi’s goodwill 
and spirit of cooperation and sai± 
"The three countries are ready for 
exBCtOion of the project for con- 
veying gas from 'I\ukmeinsta& 
and Iran to Europe and wodd 
markets via THuk^." 

Piesident Hashemi Rafsar^ani 



gas which is the most important 
sooioe of exchange for the coun- 
try or to chose a more e^qrensive 
and insecure route than the suit- 
able Iranian one." 

The Presidenl stressed: "Iian, 
Turkey and Turkmenistan can, 
with their good poietoials and 
their csp&dty, cany out the pro- 
ject without any need for the 
world's mone>’ markets. We 
should not petmil the U.S. to sac- 
rifice the interests of various 
countries to its monopolistic poli- 
cies." 

The President declared the 


nil's leadiness for e.xecution of 
the project and said: "Iran shall 
not spare aii>' cooperation for the 
innrlementation of this important 
project as quickh' as possible. 
And it is fim^' dciermmed." 

Mr. Hashemi RaTsanjani asked 
for Ins warm and friei^y greet- 
ings to be conveyed to the presi- 
dent and the prime minister of 
Turkey and the president of Turk- 
menistaiL 

He erqitessed hope that with 
the diligence and efibrts of offi- 
cials of the three couittries the 
project would be carried oul 


said: "Economic considerations, 
consuisption lequrrements and 
common mreiests of the 

three commies necessilare fiieir 
cooperation to implemeot the pro- 
ject for conveying gas as qukkly 
as possible.* 

Referring to the foreign pres- 
sure to p reven t the project, Raf- 
saigam said: "The U.S. is 
impnitftnily calling on Turkey to 
Tftiinqmeh great advantages of 
consnnqttion of gas and the niai^ 
hgnefHc of the gas pipeline’s 
crossing that countiy." 

"h is also calling OR Turk- 
mRnijtfan to relinquish export of 


Iran Ready to Continue 
Talks for Release of PoWs 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 


TEHRAN — Following the recent 
visit of an Iraqi del^ation to Te- 
hran, the Iranian commission in 
charge of prisoners of war (PoWs) 
voiced its readiness to continue 
talks for releasing PoWs, the Per- 
sian-daily Iran quoted a senior 
official as s^ing. 

Head of tte commission Briga- 
dier General Abdullah Najafi in an 
interview with the daily, ex- 
pressed hope that Iraqi officials 


l-m-nifii 


Lajvar Co, 
Manufacturer of 
Versatile Cranes 

ARAK — Mr. Mehdinia the managing di- 
rector of Lajvar Co. briefed the activities 
of this company, "Lajvar Co. has 150 em- 
ployees and two ^ctories with a total area 
of 30,000 sq.m. Its maniiiacturing facilities 
with 6000 sq.m, area are located in 
Shazand and Arak. Its products include 
hydraulic lifters for taking up personnel to 
4-32m. heights, and various truck- 
mounted cranes with capacities of 1-20 
tons. Presently more than 400 of our ma- 
chines are operating across the country 
even in Qeshm Island." 

He added, "The products of this 
company carry the inspection and the 
standard certificates of Iran and enjoy a 
competitive quality comparing their 
foreign types. By manufacturing this 
number of machines, our country has 
beeii able to save a considerable amount 
of exchange and moreover our company 
has had the honor of being a source of 
income for the countiy as it exported 
some lifters and cranes to Qatar and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan." 

About the research programs of Lajvar 
Co., Mr. Mehdinia said, "One of our 
projects implemented to an ex^t of 60 
percents, is manufacturing a two-cylinder 
engine with 820 cc capacity that runs on 
gas. We hope to have an effective part in. 
the industrial and national development 
of our country as we continue to upgrade 
our products with the blessings of the 
Almignty God and supports of the 
L officials." 



, he develop 
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The managing dir^tor of Lajvar Co,: This company has served as a 
source of income for die country by aborting a number of lifters 
and cranes to QaUa- and the Republic of Azerbaijaru 
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The company’s address: km 12, Tehran Road, Arak 

P.O.Box: 38135-659 Tel: (0861) 37031-3 

Fax: (0861) 37034 


would prepare grounds for remni- 
ing of the Iranian PoWs to Iran. 

He stressed that Iran is trying 
hard to implement the 3rd Article 
of the U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 598 on the PoWs. 

Najafi while eiqiressing hope 
that the issue of PoWs would be 
settled soon said that according to 
the latest reports the behavior of 
Iraqi forces toward Iranian cap- 
tives has improved, IRNA re- 
ported. 

"According to the Third Ge- 
neva Convention, prisoners of 
war should have been released im- 
mediately after cessation of the 
war. But foe two sides failed to 
convince each other in this re- 
gard,* said the daily quoted Ali 
Khorram, adviser to foe foreign 
minister. 

Yemeni 
Ambassador 
Meets Majlis 
Vice-Speaker 

IRAN NEH’S POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN — The first \icc- 
speaker of foe Majlis, Hassan 
Rowhani in a meetiiig with Ye- 
meni ambassador (o Tbfaran. Ab- 
dullah Mohammad al-Razi here 
yesteid^ said the enemies of Is- 
lam are ti 3 ang to deg»il foe re- 
gional wealth by dhiding Islamic 
stales. 

Rowhani called for fiirther pro- 
motion of Tehran-Sana relations 
and stressed foal ban’s foreign 
poli^ is based on cooperation 
and ffiendslop with legioiial 
states. 

The Yemeni anibassador urged 
all legiona] couiAries to soWe 
their disputes through negotia- 
tions and peaceful raeans.IRNA 
reported. 

Kazakh Bishop 
Hailes Iran's 
Respect for 
Religious Minorities 

IRAN NEWS POUTICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Bishop Alekse, foe 
bigtiesi Christian authority in 
Kazakhstan, Saturday in Alma^ 
bailed Iran’s respect for religious 
minorities and foe political, social 
and religious freedom the Iranian 
authorities are giving them. 

According to IRNA the 
bishop, in his meeting with Imnian 
Ambassador to Almaty Hassan 
Qashqavi, welcomed talks be- 
tween Iranian ulema and Christian 
clergy as a suitable means for 
bringing closer Divine religions. 
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Largest Industrial Effluent Treatment 
Plant Goes On Stream in Saveh 


IRAN NEWS ECONO^aC DESK 
TEHRAN - The Jaigest industrial 
efFlu ent treatment plant was 
at Kaveh Industrial 
Township in Saveh yestexds^. 

Addressing a ceiemom mark- 
ing the event. Head of Mostazafan 
and Jaribazan Foundation (MJF) 
Mohsen Rafiiqdoust said the na- 
tion's overall development and irr- 
ciease of productivity is one of 
our main slogans in MJF so that 
we can meet the domestic de- 
mands and play a valuable role in 
international trade. 

However, be warned execu- 
tives to consider safeguarding the 
purity of the living envixomneiit 
when building indnstrial plants. 

"Coistcuction ot the effluent 
treatment plant in Kaveh Indus- 
trial Township is one of the foun- 
dation’s main projects in which 
20b rials has been invested so 
far;” said RafiqdonsL 


Kaveh Industrial Ibwnshq) 
was built in 1973, and since 1974 
approximate^ 2,700 hectares of 
land has been allocated for con- 
struction of industrial and eco- 


IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN- "At present about 190 
million liters of oil products are 
distributed daily throughout the 
country," said the managing direc- 
tor of the National Iranian Oil 
Products Distribution Conqrariy 
(NIOPDC). 

Speakirtg at a press conference 
here yesterday, Ali Aqababaee 
said that the countiy 's oil jKodncts 
distribution rate during the first 
nine mnnthg of the Iranian year 
(March 21 through Dec. 20, 1996) 
had witnessed a 2.S-billionrIiter 
increase compared to the same pe- 
riod in the previous yean 


nomic projects in the townsh^. 
230 indnstrial cosqianies axe op- 
emting there and 60 percent of the 
shams of these con^aines are 
owned by the MJF. 


Aq^abaee also said' "The av- 
erage fiiel consunqjtion in Iran in 
the first nine mor^ of the cur- 
lenl Iranian year stood at 33.3, 
28.5, 603 and 39.8 million liters 

per day for gasoline, kerosene, ga- 
soil and man i t respectxvebr» au lit- 
crease of 4.4, 14, 6.7, and 3 
percent from the same period last 
yeac" 

"Expansion in transportation 
and agricultural sectors of the 
countiy is the m^'or reason be- 
hind the -growth in oil products 
consunqition," NlOroC’s manag- 
ing-director conclude 


Iran, 

Turhmenistan 
Discuss of 

Customs Dutm 

TEHRAN (ENA) - The visiting 
Turkmen deputy prime oiinister, 
Ba^T Saidriiayev, and Iran*s min- 
ister of road and transportation, 
Akbar Toriran, Saturday evening 
difg»«gd lifting of customs diries 
■from Iranian trucks and Turkmen 
commodities. 

During the meeting, the two 
sides stressed the necessity of ex- 
pansion of transportation of cap 
goes and passengers by train. 
Iran and Turkmenistan also ex- 
pressed willingness to connea the 
power networks of the two coun- 
tries. 

Sardzhayev is currently here to 
take part in the tripartite Meeting 
of Oil and Energy Ministers of 
Iran, Turkey and Turkmenistan to 
discuss ways to meet Ankara’s 
needs for natural gas and transfer 
of gas fixHn Iran and Turkmenistan 
to Europe via Turkey. 


190 Million Ufers of Petroleum 
Products Distributed Duily 


Why Are Chickenmeat Supplies and Prices Fluctuating? 



C hick Producers Syndicate 
was founded in 1970. Tod^ 
it is called the Chick Producers 
Association. Its main objectives 
have been to protect the legitiniale 
and legal rights and interests of its 
meinbeis for the past 26 years, re- 
sulting in their and the society's 
economic weQ-^Teuig. 

- Today the producers axe facing 
difficulties, Imami the Chick 
Producers Association secretary 
elaborated on these difficulties. 

"What has gone uimoticed all 
these years is that the chicken in- 
dustry is not just a producing in- 
dustry but also a consuming one. 

Teople eat chickenmeat but 
chickens must also be fed. They 
too need medicine. A delay in its 
procurement could inflict severe 
damages. That's wt^ we can not 
really call it an industrial produc- 
tion. 

"In our countiy chicken and 
egg producing costs are higher 


"We always talk about the per 
capita consunqrtion of these im- 
portant food sources. I think we 
should also ask, what has really 
been done to beh) the producers? 
What should we do if we produce 
but theie will be no market to con- 
sume it? Should we import and 
thus break the production chain 
Just to combat price rises?" 

"On price fluctuations. I'd like 
to point out that all the pouhiy 
feedstufi* used to be in^rt^ but 
it is lair to say that during the re- 
cent years some of it such as com, 
fish meal,etc... have been pro- 
duced domestically, due to foreign 
cunency shortages and the imple- 
mentation of new policies. But the 
policies have not been stable or 
long term. There was a drop in 
our com production this year; 
cansing price fluctuations. 

"Since..ix)th chickeiuneat and 
eggs have had drastic production 
increases following the Free Poul- 
try Production Plan, every time 
demand dropped, producers e.xpe- 
□eiiced losses, due to a lack of a 
sig)port mechanism, and that 
cau^ a drop in production to 
force prices up. 





than some other chicken produc- 
ing countries aroiuid the world, 
since we inqrart some of our feed- 
stuff. 

"Currently, we are ending 
0.6 dollars for producing one kilo- 
gram of chicken or eggs, while 
p^ng 1.1 dollars to import the 
same thing. Now wly in^rt? 


"Even though there are organi- 
zations in the countiy in charge of 
purchasing and storing the surplus 
and then marketing it in due timg , 
because of their inability to act 
timely, we experience price fluc- 
tuations. . 

"Better management and ty- 
gicne have made positive devel- 



opments on the qnanti^ and 
quality of production in our 
breeder farms during the recent 
years, but our broilers are still lag- 
ging behind due to their tradi- 
tional practices. 

" 75 percent of oar 14 thou- 
sand broiler producers are in need 
of moderoizatioa Constiaction 
Jihad's engineeis and tecfaniciaiis 
can pity an inqroitant role in solv- 
ing the probl^ and eventually 
lowering the paces. 


when they are 55 to 65 dtys old. 
That gives us a conversion ratio of 
2.4 . During the recent days the 
demand has dropped anri our 
broileis are reaching 80 dtys old 
and 2.5 kg before thty are slangh- 
teied. That means a 2.7 ratio or 
more which is too high. 

"The more we keep the broilers 
the more Tnefti eme and vaccines 
we most use. I think n is worth 
mentioning here to sty that the 
slaughtering age for bioileis in 



"Another iiiqxritant point here 
is that the countiy is producing 
1.2 million tons of chickeiuneat 
and eggs annually and increases 
have also been projected. Thus 
there is a need for a new organiza- 
tion taking charge of extension 
woiks for modemiziiig our 
chicken farms and training the 
needed experts for them, which 
win also help to prevem wastes. 

"There is also a threat to tradi- 
tional broiler production which is 

disease controL and som^hing 
can be done about it, to some ex- 
tern, by zegional vaednatioDS, etc. 
which could improve the effi- 
ciency. 

"Another' step which could 
pity an important role in reducing 
wastes and the price of the prod- 
ucts is a reduction in the maxkd- 
ing age of our broilers. The feed 

conversion ratio is lower at 
yoongerages. 

"We usually slaughter chickens 



France is 35 and in Gezmaity 37 
dtys," Mr Tffiami concluded. 


Ml Mostafavi who is the asso- 
ciation's deputy secretary added 
some more important pouxts to 
our report, 

Tte per cajata chickemneat 
consunqition was 4 1^ annually 
before the inq)lemenireion of tiie 
First Development Plan which in- 
creased to 7.5 kg dinmg the plan 
and jumped to 11 kg in the Sec- 
ond Developmem Plan. That 
means the annngl ghi ckpmnftat 
production has increased from 
220 thousand tons to 600 thou- 
sand tons in 10 years. 

"We are domestically produc- 
ing 500 million broiler rhirieg 
more than 5 million parent broiler 
breeder chids and 250 thousand 
broiler grand parent chidts annn- 
alty'. 

"The grand Babol Kenar pro- 
ject which is fimded by the gov- 
emmeid is to raise and keep pure 
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Construction of Largest Pockttging 
Unit Near Completion 


IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 


TEHRAN- ■'The final construc- 
tion stage of the country's largest 
food pa**kagwtg unit with a capac- 
ity of 500.000 tons per annum is 
underwty by the Agriculture De- 
paionent of die Mostazafen and 
Janbazan Foundation (MJF),* 
said tbe department's Managing 
Director Alaeddein Hussein Aya- 
toilahzadeh. 

He said by exploiting its wide 
and exclusive resources, and using 
the facilities of the countiy 's baidc- 


ing system, his depariioatein has ' 
made substaiuial investmeats to 
establishing and expuuinig 21 
large industrial projects tB» "dairy 
products, food and heveca^* ^ 
the deprived regions, partiddady 
Charmahal-Bakhttari, Sistao- 
Baluchesian, Yasuj raid West Az- 
arbaxjan provinces. 

"With the implementatioa of 
these projects a large aisouot of 
agricultural and animal losses can 
be avoided,* the official cm< 
eluded. 


Non-Ofl Exports 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - More than 
32,000 tons of goods, worth 
1S,S(X) nulUon rials, have been 
exported from Khuzestan Prov- 
ince, southwest Iran, since the be- 
ginning of the curreut Iranian year 
(March 20,1996). it was reponed 
here yesterday. 

The consignments included 
dates, noodles, preserved food. 


canned fish, powdered milk, cab- 
bage. pepp e r, biscuits, cemou, 
sulfuric acid, cumin and dried 
plum. 

The goods were exported to 
Germany. Britain. France, Aus*' 
iralia. Ukraine, South Africa and 
the I^rsian Gulf states. 

The value of exported com- 
See Page 13 
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line hens those with constant 
netic characteristics, which in re- 
turn will produce broiler grand 
parent cfaii^ c^)able of produc- 
ing 6 miliion patent breeder 
cbidES worth more than 12 million 
dollars anmially. 

"Considering the huge capital 
flowing in tins industry, all related 
mfnistrigs shmild coordinate their 
efforts to create a stable domestic 
and a good eqxut maikeL 

” Some Emopean countries 
such as Getmaity or the N^her- 
lands produce tlteir poultry feed- 
stuff and some like France import 
most'of it 


situated between the rich Muslim 
nations in the south and the newh- 
independent states in the north. 
This will create an t^tportnnzty for 
our country due to ^ short dis-. 
tances if wc adopt prefer policies 
in producing tie needed feed do^_ 
mcstically. 

"Another factor which should 
not be practiced is tie ex- 

port \'oIuiTie or time which has al- 
ways been most damagii^ to the 
ea^rtecs* reputation or ciediL 
"One more reason why we 
should promote export is that ten 
years ago a kilogiam of ctudun- 
meat at retail stores was 260 rials 





, " 7be>' all store the production 
surplus and e^qwrt it in due time. 
They evon make plans for supply- 
ing a certain percentage of tite de- 
mand in the Third World 
couiitiies. Export is now used to 
ke^ the domestic maikets stable. 

" Before the year 2000, accord- 
ing to the World *nade Organiza- 
tion (WTO) all countries must 
reduce their ex p ort subsidies, 
therefore we mnsf try to keQ) the 
production costs low in order to 
keep the e.\port maricet alive. An 
exanqrle is Fiance where people 
pty 3.1 dollais for every kiingram 
of chickeiimeat they purchase at 
siniftimaifce*< but the export price 

is 1 -S rinllarg fi[pf thft siwnft matigria] 

deliveied to the Iranian ports, the 
differeDce is mhgiHiTRH by the 
government soon to be abolished 
by WTO regulations. 

" should be able to estab- 
lish a good esqxut market hecanse 
of our geogr^hical location, well 


and we were producing IS thou- 
sand tons a month and today we 
are produemg more tban'70 thou- 
sand tons at 4,700 dais a kOognun 
(caused maiitly by curtenty de- 
valuation and subsirfies carstella- 
tions) which is ^>ove tb^ 
consumers’ purchasing power and 
there are also alternative sources 
ofpioteiiL 

"For aD abo\’e reasons follow- 
ing are the steps which should be 
taken to stop price fluctu^OEOs: 

1- The producers should be 
provided with all the needed ma- 
terials at fixed prices and votumes 
throughout the yean 

2- The government should step 
in to control tile market by btying, 
the sui|dns and sdling it at typio^ 
priatetime. 

3- ARocating a poxtkm of the 
production for eaqiort consideriiig 
the consumers’ buying power 

” We must welcorite all sugges- 
tions to upgrade the ddeken in- 
dostiy," Me Mostafavi conduded 
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if giveo too much sweetened food 
or beveaages that contain too 
much sugar 

When searctang the literature 
yet another time, i discewered an 
aiticie hy leseaxcbeis at >^nder- 
bih Umvera^, published in a le- 
ceot edtion of the Joamal of the 
American Medical Associaiiffli, 
which for the present puts this no- 
tion to rest for me. 

• ^In a stuffy tiiat included 560 
childTen^and their parents, the re- 
sults revealed no differences in 
actions between the grou p that 
had been given snared items and 
the group that nsed aqsaitanie as a 
sweetener It may be hard for 
Bcnne to ^ve up tins long held be- 
lief. I am sore marry will say 
child is different,” but 1 am con- 
vinced sngar does not tealfy affect 
ebUdrea's behavior or their ability 
tolearrL 


nod last year. 

. Meanwhile, I.592tonsofcom- 
i^Kies. worth 1,997 oullion ri- 
als, were exported from Semnan 
Province during the three months 
to December 20. 

Comprising gas-fired heaters, 
water heaters, noodles, soap and 
sweaters, the goods were exported 
to Gennany, U.A.E., Australia, 
Bniain, Syria and Central Asian 
states. 
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ager, Midiael Fay, for vandalism. 
Singipore r^ected U.S. President 
Bill Clintcm's ^)peal for the pun- 
ishment to be c^ed off^ 

Security, tiade and cultural 
ties, however, continued to 
strengthen after that, and the fact 
that both governments rule out of 
ficial talks on the allied election 
meddling issue was seen as an in- 
dication that tilings would quiet 
down after tiie polls. 


cil due to uregularities. 

Acconting to the Majlis Elec- 
tion Law, the Guardians* Council 
has full authorify to preside over 
the elecdon process. 

Mean^diile, after te-election to 
the Majtis, Mofaarmnad Majdara 
from Babolsar died of illness and 
Hanudreza Sdhrabi Ahmadi fixnn 
Rafsanjan whose credentials were 
rejected by the deputies was ex- 
pelled from the Majlis. 

As a result, in the by-elections 
to be held on February 7, 23 depo- 
nes will be elected to the Islami c 
Consultative Assembly (Majlis). 

Political observers believe Is&- 
han is the most important constitn- 
ehey udiich will send five depnties 
to the Majlis. 




modities rose by 76 percrat over 
this period compared to the same 
period last year. 

Also, 27,000 tons of lead ore 
as well as 1,400 sq.m of granite 
have been exported since March 
20 from Hamedan Province, west 
of Iran, to Gennany, France, the 
United Arab Emirates and Ku- 
waii. 

Ttus showed an increase of 58 
percent compared to the same pe- 


Hebron one week after an accord 
is signed, a Palestinian official 
said Saturday, as both sides pre- 
pared for further negotiations on 
handing over control of the flash- 
point West Bank town. 

"Israeli ttotps will withdraw (0 
outside 80 percent of the town of 
Hebron exactly one week after an 
accord on that issue has been 
signed with the Palestinian 
Auihoriiy." chief Patestinian ne- 
gotiator Saeb Erekat said. 


Israel Paralyzed by 
General Strike 


JERUSALEM - A sudden wave of 
strikes paralyzed airports and rail- 
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He started his qareer as a journalist in 1985 and ever since 
he was waiting for die day to be posted in frzui. 

"I wanted to dig many facts about Iran myself .. the facts 
which I read in the books," Hasegawa, wearing a sweet smile 
on Itis face told IRAN NEWS. 

■The news of the 1979 (Islamic) Revolution was very 
interesting to me .... there were conflicting reports on the 
revolution," he said. 

"You know." Hasegawa said, "in Japan there is a Iad< of 
information about Islam and it was difficult for an ordinary 
Japanese to understand the importance of the I^amic Revo- 
lution." 

"Yes, Kyodo helped the Japanese to understand the Iranian 
revolution through reporting on the developmenfs here, 
idasegawa said. 

: "Last Majlis elections were really interesting particularly a 
new group appeared at the political horizon of Iran and we, 
the joumaUsts could write interesting reports with thorough 
investigation on the elections," he said. 

HEisegawa was referring the Mardi-May elections for the 
Fifth Term of the Majlis for which the G-6 participated for the 

fust time. . i ■ 

"I liked toe stories related to the elections in the l^tan 
Tnedia and some time I had to read some things of the de te 
<rf toe two rival factions in between the lines," Has^awa »id. 

- - Jame-e Rouhaniat-e Mofaarez (JRM) and G-6 fielded fteir 

randidafes and held hectic debates in order to woo evoers. 

i "As a whole 1 can say the atmosphere of the election was 

healthy," he said. , 

Pfasegawa is married with 2 1/2 years daugh r o 
^ Wife Yoshie also likes Iran and is learning Persian 

- "My daught^ Nozomi has also picked up * 0 *™’ 
words such as *Aab’ (water), ‘Biya’ (come here) an 

{Go from here)," Hasegawa said. , 

Boto Hasegawa and Yoshie come from Okayama aty 

western Japan, near Hiroshima. 


w^s and telephone, postal and 
banking services io Isi^ yester- 
day after a union leader was ar- 
rested for ignoring a conn order. 

Thousands of passengers were 
stranded at Ben Guriem lorema- 
tional Airport following a strike 
cal] Israel’s trade union 
federation, Histadrut, public radio 
said. 

The strikes spread like wild fire 
and were being observed by em- 
ployees of the railw^s, sea ports, 
bealtii services, public telepbone 
company, banks and postal serv- 
ices, which had su^)ped work or 
reduced it to a minimum. 

Histadrut issued die strike call 
shortly after the arrest of union 
Leader Shlomo ?thani yesterday 
for violating a l^r court order 
prohibiting certain strikes. 
Demonstrators demanding that 
Shani be released burned tires in 
Tel Aviv, blodung traffic on a 
majof artezy, witnesses said. 


Israel Will Consider 
Jordanian Proposal 
on lerasalem 


JERUSALEM - Israel will con- 
sider a proposal from King 
Hussein of Jmdan to grant a spe- 
cial status in Jerusalem to the 
world’s three major manotheistic 
leligioDS and their hofy sites. For- 
eign Minister David Levy said. 

"We will consider King 
Hussein’s proposal after the im- 
plememtation of the agreement on 
a military redq>iqyment from He- 
bron," on the West Bank, the 
newspaper Yediot Aharonot 
quoted Levy as saying in yester- 
d^’s editions. 


PG Ministers to 
Discuss 

Qatar-Bahrain Row 


CAIRO, EGYPT - Pereian Gulf 
Arab ministers will meet in Ri- 
yadh in early January to try to* 
resolve a territorial dispute be- 
tween Bahrain and Qatar, Bah- 
rain’s foreign nunister said here 
on yesterday. 

"The Council of Ministers of 
the Persian Gulf states will meet 
on January 6 in Rfyadh," Sheikh 
Mohammad bin Mubarak al- 
Khalifa told reporters here after 
taiirs with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

"A meeting of a fbnr-couDtxy 
mediation committee was held 
here last night ... And it was de- 
cided that the Council of Ministers 
will meet in Riyadh to discuss the 
territorial dispute between Qatar 
and Bahrain," he said. 

The councS, in its meeting in 
Cairo yesterday criticized Iran for 
allegedly deploying missiles on 
three Iranian Islands on the Per- 
sian Gulf. 



govemment-owned companies is 
such that they are a burden on the 
annual budgcL Nowbnkhl said 
and appealed to the lawmakers to 
pay due altcntion 10 this matter 
and find a solution for it. 

Another member of the Padia- 
menu Hasson AlmosL drew gov- 
ernment attention to the pligte of 
the cotton. 

Almasi. a icpreseotative from 
Paisabad. Aidcbil Province, said: 
"Iran produces the world's best 
cotton and enjoys a veiy good 
reputation across the globe, but 
the responsible officials and or- 
ganizations do not pay enough at- 
tention to improviiig the cotton 
industry in Iraa" 

He said 100.000 famieis are 
involved in cotton production on 

350,000 hectares of land- and 
added that cotton producers have 


876 coo])eiative focieties and pro- 
duce aiohnd 760,000 tons of the 
natural frt)bL 

He said that todio^'s agrienhure 
is mechanized a^ a system 
should be intiodnced to ease the 
soffering of cotton producers. 

"Cotton producers need teal 
of the .government for 
m^etfng their pioducts along 
with a guarantee of the price in 
the W gitf of the jnevailing infla- 
tion, so that they receive a fair 
profit 

He cooqilained that the Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI) also ignores 
the basic problems of cotton pro- 
ducers by ignoring the xelev'ant 
provisions made in the Second 
Five-year Plan. 

Because of the prevailing mar- 
ket situation, brokers or middle- 
men are ecpioilipg and 
do minating the cotton business, 
Almasi said. 



Meanwhile, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hiroshi Hasbimoto 
smd yesterday that Foreign Minis- 
ter Yukihiko Ikeda had received a 
message from Japan’s Ambassa- 
dor to Peru, Morihisa Aoki. 

"1 am doing my best, hoping 
that the day when dl the hostages 
are released will come as soon as 
possible," the spokesman quoted 
Aoki as saying in the message, 
whidi was also delivered by re- 
leased hostages. 

Also in the Japanese prime 
minis ter’s remarks was a re-state- 
ment of Tokyo’s position against 
die use of force to solve the hostage 
standoff. 

"We cannot be totally optimis- 
tic, but I hope no get-tough ap- 
proach is used to solve the crisis," 
jyi press quoted him as saying. 

He hailed a statement issued 
recently by Russia and Group of 
' Seven (G7) industrialized coun- 
tries that ruled out any concession 
to the MRTA rebels but supported 
efforts to resolve the crisis "in a 
peaceful manner with the first ob- 
jective being to save feoman lives." 

"There has been some criticism 
that Japan is being too soft in its 
attitude of giving the priority to the 
safety of hostages. So it was good 
tiiat we could have a government- 
level consensus that also covers the 
United States and European coun- 
tries," Hashimoto said. 

Among the 83 people still be- 
ing held are 16 Japanese business- 
men and 12 embassy staff 
members. 



I ranian Miiuster of Finance 
and Economic Affairs Morteza 
Mohanunad-Khan. Minister of 
Post, Tblegraph and Tblephooe 
Mohammad Ghaiazi, Minister of 
Construction Jihad Gholamreza 
Forouzesh. Deputy' Foreign Min- 
ister for Euro-American Affairs 
Mahmoud \bezi and several other 
officials are accompan>iag 
Habibi. 

Membeis of the Iranian dele- 
gation are scheduled to hold talks 
with their Tajik counterparts be- 
fore inspecting a number of cui- 
turaJ and historical sites in 
TajikisUm. 

Azimov also threw a dinner 
banquet in honor of Dr. Habibi 
last night 

Message to Niyazov 

Dr. Habibi on ^ way to Tqik- 
istan. while frying over the air- 
space of Tudonenistart sent a 
felicitation message to Tudunen 
President Sapannurat Niyazo'* 
and the Ttnkmen nation. 

"After the independence of 
'nnkmenistan Republic, relations 


between the two neighboring 
countries have become a model of 
bzotherhood based on goodwill of 
the piesideiiis of the two states. 

"We tniLcf take the agreements 
between Iran, Tbikey and Tuik- 
merdstBii on oil and gas coopera- 
tion as a good omen beouse 
isq)1eiiientation of these agree- 
menls will e:q>aiid cooperation 
aixt promote stability and inde- 
pendence between the regional 
states," the first vice president 
added in his message. 

Iran, *nzilanezBstan and Tbzirey 
here Saturday mghl signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) to meet Ankara’s gas 

npftdg ftTiri to Iraniati and 

'T ^idcmen natmal gas tO ElUOpC 
viaTbdcey. 

The agreement was inked by 
Iran's oil minister, Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh, Turkish imnister of en- 
ergy* and natural resources, Recai 
Kutan. and Turkmen depot)’ 
prime ministei; Bafyr Saxdzhayev 
at the end of their tripartite meet- 
ing. 



CBI also announced it could 
not earmark foreign currency for 
imports of mobile telephones and 
would not offer letters of credit 
(LC) for this purpose. 

ITC has drawn up a contract 
with Iran Electronic Industries for 
the production of 100,000 mobile 
handsets. Director General of ITC 
Mohammad Zabihi told IRAN 
NEWS here yesterday after the 
vote in the Parliament. 

rrC has also signed a contract 
with Industrial Telecommunica- 
tions of Iran (TTI) for the manu- 
facfore of another 100,000 mobile 
handsets, he added. 

Based on the contracts, the re- 
ceivers will be delivered to Iran in 
ten months in full compliance with 
standards of the two companies’ 
foreign partners, Zabihi re- 
marked. 

Seyed Mustafa Seyed 
Hashemi, MP from Maragheh, 
East Azarbaijan Province, also 
q»ke to IRAN NEWS, saymg: 
"Iran has three centers for produc- 
tion of telecommunications de- 
vices, Iran’s Electronic Industries 
and the Industrial Telecommuni- 
cations of Iran (ITI), which are 
affiliated to the Defense Ministry, 
and the inremarinnal Telecommu- 
nications Union (ITU) which is 
affiliated to the Ministry of Post, 
Telegraph, and Telepbone 
(PTT)." 

"Regarding the production of 
mobile telephones, we should as- 
sess two points: Does the country 
need their production? Are they 
economical? That is to when 
will they bring in profits for tbe 
country?" he stated. 

Seyed Hashemi added, "There 
should also be the precondition 
that manufacturers should comply 
by the standards of the PTT as well 
as global norms and specifica- 
.rions." 

"Speedy transfer of technology 
would mean inordinate import of 
equipment and machinery without 
having the required know-how," 


be stressed. 

The people’s representative 
from Maragheh said: "Production 
in this field dould be expon-ori- 
ented. Production capacities 
should not be vulnerable to large 
technological developments at tiie 
global level. Our commodities 
should be conqratible with imema- 
tional technology." 

"With these conditions in 
mind, we will be able to produce 
mobile handsets when we initially 
in^rt only CKD (spare) parts, 
then import only SKD (or minor) 
pans, a^ finally fully transfer the 
technology and cany out the entire 
production process at home," he 
stressed. 

Seyed Hashemi went on to say 
that, "The entire process hinges on 
the economic justification of do- 
mestic production of mobile hand- 
sets." 

"Fortunately, in today's open 
session of the Majlis support for 
domestic production was at center 
stage, and the relevant law was 
also approved." he maintained. 

He added: "In the PTT Minis- 
try's tender, the French SAGEM 
Company and the Finnish Nokia 
Company were introduced as part- 
ners respectively of Iran’s Elec- 
tronic Industries and ITI so that 
tbe latter would set up the mobile 
production line under the former's 
license." 

In response to a question on the 
delay in tbe production process, 
he explained; "The major differ- 
ences between the ministries of 
PTT and Industries for the produc- 
tion of mobile telephones were 
related to bank insurance, delivery' 
of one sample mobile, and use of 
the ITC’s foreign currency." 

He added, "Ultimately. Vice 
President for Executive Affairs 
Mohammad Hashemi intervened 
to support domestic production. 
Thus the decision was taken to 
draw up contracts with Iran's 
Electronic Industries Company 
and the JTI for producing mobile 
telephones." 

"Instead of bank guarantees for 
manufacturing mobile telephones, 
the defense minister presented a 
written guarantee,” he pointed 
out. 

After a tender, the ITC drew 
up a contract with Nokia Com- 
pany for the production of 

100,000 mobile sets. 

The relevant documents are 
presently with tbe Central Bank 
which is canying out the bank 
(q>erations on them. 

A report submitted by the ITC 
to the Majlis Fq>resentatives yes- 
terday indicates that tenders were 
organized for the manufacture of 
mobile handsets, and Iran's Elec- 
tronic Industries Company did not 
win the lender due to technical 
considerations and prices. 

But, based on an order by the 
vice president for execuciv'e af- 
fairs, a contract w'as signed with 
the company on November 26. 
1996 for the production of 

100,000 mobile handsets. 

The report also noted that on 
the recommendation of the Indus- 
tries Ministry', the ITI, too. has 
been commissioned to produce an- 
other 100.000 mobile sets. 


Opposition to Continue 
Protests Despite Freeze, Police 


BELGRADE 1 .AFP) - Undeterred 
by sub-zero temperatures and a po- 
lice crackdown, the Serbian oppo- 
sition and striking students said 
yesterday they would continue 
their daily protests in Belgrade. 

The opposition Together Coa- 
lition has held mass demonstra- 
tions relentlessly since 
mid-November over the authori- 
ties’ refusal Id recognize opposi- 
tion gains in local elections. 


Belgrade University students, 
who hold their own separate ral- 
lies, have also vowed to continue 
their protests despite heavy- 
handed police inteivention this 
week in. w'hich dozens were in- 
jured. 

demonstrators - and riot po- 
lice — were expected to gather in 
Republic Square in central Bel- 
grade 31 the usual time of 3 p.m. 
<14:00 GMT), 
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Malaysia’s 
Sabah Fears 
Disease 
Outbreak After 
Deadly Storm 

KOTA KINABALU. MALAY- 
SIA (AFP) - Malaysia’s Eastern 
Sabah state was bracing Sunday 
for an outbreak of water-borne dis- 
eases after its water supply was 
damaged in a tropical storm that 
left 14 1 people dead and up to 200 
missing. 

Health Minister ChuaJui Meng 
placed six flood-hit districts in 
Sabah on cholera alert, while all 
medical and health authorities 
have been directed to mobiliae 
teams to take preventive meas- 
ures. 

Water contamination follow- 
ing the flash floods also threatens 
an oudneaks of typhoid and diar- 
riiea, Chua wara^ 

"Right now the water is not safe 
to drink and people must only con- 
sume boiled water," he said. 

Sales of ice were banned with 
immediate effect, while local 
authorities began cleaning up the 
flood-hit districts. Emergency 
fresh water supplies were also be- 
ing shipped to the affected areas. 

Officials at the main seardi- 
and-rescue operations center in 
this state coital said diey had not 
yet received any reports of cholera. 

Meanwhile, 3CI0 rescue work- 
ers resumed their searrii at dawn 
Sunday for victims buried in tbe 
debris left behind Thursday by 
tropical storm Greg, which 
pounded the west coast of S^bab. 

The death toll climbed to 141 
with the discovery of six more bod- 
ies Sunday, and about 200 were 
still imofiicialty reported missing 
in tile country's worst natural dis- 
aster. Most of the victims were In- 
donesian immigrants. 

"Some of tile bodies could have 
been swept into the sea,” an official 
said, referring to riverside settle- 
ments badly damaged during the 
storm and strong currents in the 
adjacent rivers. 

A total of 1 27 bodies have been 
recovered from the remote intoior 
of Sabah’s Keningau district The 
otiier 1 4 bodies were discovered in 
four otiier districts. 

A total of 1 7,000 people from 
3,825 homes in 226 villages on 
Sabah’s west coast were affected 
by the storm. Three thousand vio- 
tints are boused at 1 1 evacuation 
centers, an official said. 

"No one has been found alive 
today. The search is going on," tiie 
official told AFP. 

The Timber town of Keningau, 
130 kilometers (80 miles) south- 
west of Kota Kinabalu bore the 
brunt of tropical storm Greg’s 
fury. 

Keningau also faces the highest 
risk of being struck by disease be- 
cause it has no clean treated 
water. 

Water supplies to Keningau 
and to the othersix districts was cut 
off when strong river currents 
washed away several water mains 
and damaged pipes. 

The official said that although 
floodwaters were subsiding, res- 
cue woricers were having difficulty 
transporting fuel, food and water to 
Keningau. 

'The bridges and roads are 
down. Hiis morning, we made a 
demur of 30 kilometers to reach 
Keningau. We also sent ei^t lor- 
ries laden with petrol," he said. 

Night rescue operations in the 
battered town had been hampered 
by lack of fuel, he said. 



LIMA, PERU: Michel Minnig (L) of the International Red Cross and Bishop Juan Luis Cipriani . 
(2nd L) greet the 20 hostages who were freed from the Japanese Ambassador's residence in 
Lima fay rebels from the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary December 28. The release followed a visit 
by government negotiator Domingo Palermo. 

(AFP Photo) 


Iraqi Refugees Find U.S. 
Heartland Cold, Bewildering 


LINCOLN, NEBRASKA (AFP) - 
Iraqi refugees reeled in this 
heartland city after years spent in 
Saudi desert camps say foe lan- 
guage barrier and ignorance of 
American ways are frustrating 
foeir bid for integration into U.S. 
society. 

In interviews conducted here 
throu^ an interpreter, the mainly 
southern Iraqi refugees, including 
anny defectors who arrived here 
earlier this year from Saudi Arabia, 
were at pains to insist that they do 
not regret foeir decision to settle in 
tiiis midwestem city of 200,000. 

"Our biggest problem is foat we 
don’t speak English yet So we 
have trouble communicating with 
authorities. We feel lonely and 
misunderstood,” Naima al-^yda, 
a 26-year-old haqi air force defec- 
tor, said as he and five otiier Iraqis 
sipped hot tea in a rented apart- 
ment. 

Many of foe new arrivals chose 
Lincoln because relatives or 
friends already here told them foat 
jobs were easy to find. 

"But most companies require 
good English. So it’s hard for us to 
get jobs," said another Iraqi who 
asked not to be named. 

Al-Zayda was an Iraqi air force 
mechanic stationed in Nashiyah, 
in southern Iraq during the Peraian 
Gulf War. During the uprising 
against Iraqi President 
Hussein which followed, he said 
he fled to Saudi Arabia, crossing 
the border wh ich was then manned 
by U.S. troops. 

"I spent six years in a Saudi 
desert camp. There was nothing to 
do except play soccer. And the 
Saudis were mean to us," he said. 

Last September, he got a lucky 
break and was picked by visiting 
U.S. officials to join a group of 
refugees flown to foe United States 
for resettlement 
-All foe refugees are processed 
in New York before picking their 
final destination. 

Al-Zayda said he chose to go to 
Miami, Florida, where he stayed 
for one month but could not find 
woiic. So heeding advice from a 
friend, he came to Lincoln.' 

Al-Zayda said he is looking for 
welding woiic but is willing to ao-. 


cept any job. He smd he will under 
no circumstance return to Iraq. 

On the same fijght from Saudi 
Arabia was another Iraqi anny de- 
fector, 2S-y ear-old H ussain Ma- 
lay da. 

Alfoou^ a Shia from southern 
Iraq, Man^da was stationed at a 
nortbem army base in Dobuk near 
foe Turkish tiorder during foe Pep 
sian GulfWar. He said foe base had 
been under repeated missile at- 
tacks from allied fixYtes. 

In early 1991, be said he es- 
.caped and made bis way to Smidi 
Ai^ia, crossmg foe border along 
with many opponents of Saddam’s 
rule wifo he^ from U.S. troops. 

Marayda also speaks virtually 
no English and has not been able to 
find woik so fer. 

Mark Franken, foe New Yoik- 
based director of foe refugee pro- 
grams run by foe U.S. (Catholic 
Conference said some 186 Iraqi 
refugees been resettled in foe 
Lincoln area over foe past two 
years. 

Under a squrate program, foe 
United States is also resettiing sev- 
eral thousand Kurds from North- 
ern Iraq who fled an Iraqi assault 
earlier this year. 

Franken said up to 7,000 are 
expected to be resettled in foe 
United States, including 7S in Lin- 
coln, by next fall. 

A first group of Kurds arrived 
here in October from Guam after 
being evacuated from Turkey. 

On arrival here, each refugee 
gets about 332 dollars a month in 
cash welfare assistance and food 
stamps. 

Catholic Social Services, 
working under contract from gov- 
ernment agencies, also helped the 
Iraqis find jobs and accommoda- 
tion. In addition, foe agen^ pro- 
vides them with a week-long crash 
course on American culture. 

The firstTraqis began arriving 
here four years ago and foe com- 
munity now numbers around 700, 
according to Mohammed Nassir, a 
U.S.-educated Iraqi mechanical 
engineering researcher at foe Uni- 


versity of Nebraska. 

There are an egtimatad 250,000 
Iraqis in foe United States, he 
added. 

Unlike wealfoi^ and bigger 
Iraqi communities in Dearborn, 
Michigan, Saint Louis, Missouri, 
or Dallas, Texas, Lincoln Iraqis 
have no capital to start small busi- 
nesses such assupennarkets or res- 
taurant and they need government 
help, smd Nassir, who is tiie com- 
munity’s unofficial spokesman. 

They also need better police, 
heajfo and administrative infimnar 
tion, he added. 


Row with H.S. Sets off Fireworks is 
Predictable Singapore Election 


SINGAPORE (AFP) • A row over 
alleged U.S. meddling in Singa- 
pore’s genera] elections has pro- 
vided foe fireworks in an ofoerwise 
laid-back local contest already 
won by foe ruling party before the 
first ballot is cast. 

Tbe latest spat in the two allies’ 
love-hate relationship erupted af^ 
ter foe U.S. State Oepartment said 
Singaporeans, ruled by foe same 
party for the last 37 years, should 
be fiue to vote on Thursday wifo- 
oui fear of repercussions. 

This followed Prime Minister 
Goh Chok Tong's warning foat 
districts which vote for foe opposi- 
tion could lose out on a multibil- 
lion-dollar housing upgrading 
scheme foat would boost property 
values in the prosperous island. 

"By commenting foat our tactic 
is not proper in their viewpoint, 
they are signaling to people who 
are supporting the opposition that 
they should in fact oppose our tao- 
tic,” Goh told joum^ists after a 
eampaign stop late Saturday. 

Accusing U.S. officials of "in- 
terference in our politics,” he said 
"it’s meant to influence foe voters 
one way or anofoer.” 

Goh said he would have to 
"harden my stand” following foe 
U.S. criticism ofhis policy because 
if he backed down now, ”1 am fin- 
ished politically and Singqrore is 
finished." 

Tbe fracas began after foe State 
.Department, replying to a press 
query on foe Singapore polls, said 
last week foat voters "everywhere 
should be free to vote without fear 
of repercussions from foe govern- 
ment,* calling this a "general prin- 
filplo." 

Flat Upgrading, a program 
worth 20 billion Singapore dollars 
(14 billion U.S.) over foe next 20 
years, means a great deal in land- 
starved Singapore, where 85 per- 
cent of foe tfarM mUlion people live 
in public housing blocks. 

Face-lifting, improvement of 
facilities and landscaping of estate 


grounds can insttttly nbe the 
value of 3 flat by tens of thousands 
of dollars. 

Most Singapoim families 
own foeir flats, amortiriog tiwn 
with deduaions from foeir ac- 
counts with a mandatory pension 
fund. The internationally envied 
housing scheme has been studied 
by other governments. 

Goh's indignani reaction came 
deq>ite the fact that his Petrie’s 
Action Party* (PAP), in power since 
1 959 and widely credit^ wifo Sin- 
gapore’s economic success, had al- 
re^y won foe election. 

^position parties are contest- 
ing only 36 of the $3 seas, and 
chose not to challenge Goh himself 
in his Bailiwick. 

By mounting a limited chal- 
lenge, foe>' hope to allay voters' 
fears of an upset that would unseat 
foe PAP, and thus draw more sup- 
port for an ahernatxve voice in 
liamecL But foe ruling party is 
giving them no quarter. 

In an open letter issued over tiie 
weekend, foe PAP fine-omed its 
campaign line, saying constituen- 
ciM foat go for foe opposition were 
still entitled to imgrading, but 
would have to be fai foe back of the 
queue. 

"If you give strong support, 
you will be first in line,” the letter 
said. 

Goh diallenged foe opposition 
to make its stand known, and they 
did. 

Lawyer Giiam Set Tong, a 
member of the outgoing Parlia- 
meni, said U.S. criticism "shows 
foat the PAP'S tactics are not ac- 
ceptable internationally." 

"We don’t need foe support of 
foe U.S. State Depanment,” said 
the PAP’s long-time Gadfly, J. B. 
J^aretnam of foe Woricers' Party. 

U.S.-Sing^K}re ties have peri- 
odically been strained by differ- 
ences over human ri^ts and 
political issues, notably foe 1994 
caning hou of an Am^can teeo- 
SeePagp 13 


China HaUs Russian Ties as a Stand 
Against U.S. Domination 


BEDING, CHINA (AFP) - China 
on Sunday hailed Pr^er Li 
Peng’s visit to Moscow this week 
as a breaktiirough in its efforts to 
unseat the United States as foe 
world’s sole superpower. 

In an official Xinhua news 
agency editorial carried by all ma- 
jor newspapers, Beijing said Pre- 
mier Li Peng held "in-depth 
discussions" with Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin on "the forma- 
tion of a multipolar world.” 

"The establishment and devel- 
opment of a strategic partnashtp 
between Russia and China is con- 
ducive to foe multipolaruation of 
foe world and to foe establishment 
of a just and fair intemational eco- 
nomic and political order,” foe edi- 
torial said. 

"Both China and Russia are im- 
portant countries with great influ- 
ence in foe world and they well 
deserve to be two important and 
independent poles," it added. 

Sino-U.S. relations have been 
strongly affected by the collapse of 
foe Soviet Union, and China ac- 
cuses the United States of underes- 
timating its strat^'c importance 
now that the Cold War triangle of 
power between Washington, Mos- 
cow and Beijing has been broken. 

Although ties between Beijing 
and Washington are currently in> 
proving, the upswing is only re- 


cent, and both China and Russia 
have been making positive oveF 
tures toward each other in recent 
months. 

"China’s number one aim is m 
weaken foe power of the United 
States,” said David Sfaambaugh, 
professor of political science and 
intemational affairs at America’s 
George Washington University. 

"The United States is foe most 
troublesome countiy to (China’s as- 
pirations to change the worid order 
and establish itself as the Asian 
power," he added. 

China’s premier returned from 
Moscow yesterday after being foe 
first foreign leader to meet with 
Yeltsin since he returned to work 
after heart surgery. 

The editorial said Yeltsin and 
Li "made it clear tiiat ihey do not 
favor a world dominated by one 
.power." 

"A country’s internal affairs 
should be dealt wifo by its own 

people and international issues 
should be handled wifo the equal 
participation of the international 
immunity," it added, in a clear 
jibe at Washington. 

Both nations, which were 
deeply divided by a three-decade 
ideological split, hailed foe visit as 
warn and fruitful, with agree- 
ments reached on the transfer of 
military technology, nuclear en-' 


ergy and finance. 

Li’s visit also mariud foe offi- 
cial start of regular meetings wifo 
his counterpart Viktor C^- 
nomyrdin, which are similar te 
those foe latter holds wifo U.S. 
Vice President AI Gore. 

In a further sign of the impor- 
tance both sides attach to rq>idly 
improving relations, Cher- 
nomyrdin announced he would 
travel to Beijing in foe second 
quarter of 1997, in addition to tbe 
state visit of Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin to Russia in April. 

China and Russia first devel- 
oped close ties in the 1950s when 
Moscow took on foe role of Bei- 
jing’s big brother, and sent thou- 
sands of experts to rebuild China's 
war-sharter^ bureaucracy, mili- 
tary and heavy industry aloirg Sta- 
linist lines. 

But their anti-Western alliance 
started to crumble in foe early 
1960s and foe Smo-Soviet ^Ik 
lasted through foe 1 980s, until the 
two governments put aside foeir 
ideological rift in 1989. 

In April, Yeltsin and his Chi- 
nese counterpart Jiang . Zemin 
signed a strategic partnership an- 
cord in Sban^ai to mold reiatkais 
into the 21st centuty, as well as a 
border security pact also involving 
foe three former Soviet states of 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Kyr- 
gyzstan. 
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Yemen Negotiates for 
Hostages Release 


A-' 
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SANAA, YEMEN (AFP) - The 
Yemeni auttiorities held fresh ne- 
gotiations yesterday for the release 
of several European hostages afrer 
their Icidnappers killed three po- 
lieemen during a stakeout of their 
mountain hideout. 

*7he negotiations are continu- 
ing between the authorities and the 
kidnappers through MPs (mem- 
beis of Parliament) and tribal lead- 
ers." said Stanislas Sroolin, the 
counselor at the Polish Embassy in 

Sanaa 

&QOlin and other diplomats 
said he believed diat the five kid- 
nap victiois were Polish, but could 
not confirm this. 

The kidn^)pers, who belong to 


Hopes Sow fw Korean Peace After 

North's Apology 
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the Beni Jabr tribe, fired an anti- 
tank rocket at police officers sur- 
rounding them on Saturday, kiUing 
three policemen, witnesses said. 

Five other policemen were in- 
jured and two all-rerram vehicles 
destroyed by the rocket fired by the 
kidnappers, they said. 

Five Beni Jabr tribesmen 
seiz^ the tourists and their Ye- 
meni guide on Thursday while they 
were dri v ing to visit an archeologi- 
cal site at Marib in the east of the 
country. 

Some 500 members of a 
police unit have been surrounding 
the abductors in the mountains 
some 60 kilometers (40 miles) east 
of Sanaa, the Yemeni C 2 ^)ital. 



Bomb Blast Rocks Algiers 
Suburb Injuring 31 
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ALGIERS, ALGERIA (AFP) - A 
bomb exploded -at a cafe in a resi- 
dential subuib of eastern Algiers 
yesterday wounding 31 people in 
die foui^ bomb attack in a week 
on ifae capiiai, witnesses and doc- 
tors said. 

The blast went off at the Hafsi 
Cafe near a local administrative 
buflding in the El Harrach district, 
wimesses added. 

Doctors at the Zmirli Hospital 
said 3 1 people bad been wounded. 

On Fridiay 12 people, including 
a two-year-old girl, were hurt 


when a bomb exploded in a cafe, in 
a southeastern suburb outside die 
capital. 

On Thursday a powerful car 
bomb killed 10 people and injured 
68 others in a working-class dis- 
trict of the Algerian capital, ac- 
cording to an official toll. 

On Monday, suspected Islamic 
activists strode a crowded street in 
central Algiers with another car 
bomb attack, killing at least three 
people and injuring some 20 oth- 
ers. 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA (AFP) 
- North Korea made an unprece- 
dented apology yesterday for a 
submarine incursion into So uth 
Korean waters, giving a major 
boost to peace hopes for the vola- 
tile peninsula. 

A two-paragraph expres- 
sion of "deep regret*' from the 
North*s Foreign Ministiy was 
aired by Pyongyang’s official me- 
dia. 

The spokesman of the Minis- 
try ofForei^ Afiaiis of the DPRK 
(Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea) is authorized u> express 
deep re^et for the submarine inci- 
dent ... that caused the tragic loss 
of human life,’* the statement said. 

The DPRK wll make efforts 
to ensure that such an incident will 
not recur and will work with others 
for durable peace and stabiliQr on 
the Korean PeRinsula." 

The Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) reported the 
^rology ui &igiish and Radio 
fS'ongyang broadcast it in Korean. 

The breakthrough ended three 
months of saber-rattling and was 
Hashed nationwide by television 
stations south of the de-militarized 
zone. 

South Korea immediately wel- 
comed the apology as "sincere" 
and "acceptable” though belated 
and said it was preparing to repa- 
triate the bodies of 24 crew killed 
after die submarine ran aground on 



SEOUL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA: South Korean Foreign Minis- 
ter Yoo Chong-ha (R) reads a staternenL Dec. 29. (AFP Photo) 


September IS. 

But the submarine and the sole 
crewman captured would not be 
returned, it said. 

"The repatriation of the bodies 
will be discussed through the ap- 
propriate channels soon," the 
South's Foreign Minister Yoo 
Chong-Ha said. 

Yoo said that now inter-Korean 
relations had returned to nonnal, 
"in principle" the two sides were 
ready to hold a briefing session on 


proposed four-par^’ talks to work 
out a permanent peace for the pen- 
insula. 

The proposal was put forward 
South Korea's President Kim 
Young-Sam. and U.S. President 
Bill Clinton tn April. 

That proposal was for the two 
Koreas to start talks on arrange- 
ments for a permanent peace on the 
peninsula, divided since the 1950- 
S3 Korean War, with Washington 
and Beijing playing a support role. 


Anti-Taiiban Alliance Hits 
Back After Battlefield Losses 
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SEOUL. SOUTH KOREA (AFP) 
- Some 25,000 angry workers 
marched around ruling party head- 
quarters here yesterday to protest 
an unpopular new labor law that 
has led to crippling strikes in South 
Korea’s major industries. 

Following a day of violence, 
the massive strikes simmered 
down yesterday, but the labor cri- 
sis is expected to escalate on Tues- 
day when 47,000 unionists at 
Korea Telecom, a nationwide 
state-run coiniounications net- 
work, start walking out. 

The Korea Telecom Union, 
however, said its members have ro 
endorse the strike proposal in a 
vote today. 

"Z3own with (President) Kim 
Young-Sam!," shouted protesters 
yesrerday, wearing headbands and 
carrying union flags, during a bois- 
terous march past the ruling New 
Korea ParQ/ (NKP) headquarters 
building near Parliament 

Some 8,000 riot police, who 
used tear gas to cnisb labor protests 
Saturday, avoided clashes, main- 
taining a tight blockade around die 
Parliament building and the NKP 
office, an AFP photographer said. 


LAHORE, PAKISTAN (AFP) 
Pakistan’s influential Islamic fun- 
damentalist party, Jaraaat-i-Islami, 

- said yesterday it would boycott ttie 
counny’s general election on Feb- 
ruary 3. 

Party Leader Hussain Ah- 

med told a news conference here 
the boycott was ordered because 
the cmetaker administration of 
Malik Meraj Kbalid had failed to 
end political coiruption. 

"We do not want to become 
part of a system which can not 
prevent the entiy of corropt ele- 
ments into ParliamenL" the head 
of the well-organized party added. 



KABUL, AFGBb^STAN (AFP) 
- Warplanes from ffi^aBtL-Taliban 
alliance have bombed the Afghan 
capital scoring direct hits in a se- 
ries of raids after losing territory in 
renewed ground fighting with the 
Islamic militia. 

Sources said a SOO-kilogram 
(LlftO-pound) bomb hit north of 
Kabul foteroational Airport termi- 
nal on Satunlay night, a 250-kiJo- 
gram bomb exploded near a hangar 
and another of a similar size just 
outside the airport 

An official source said only 
minor stroctuial damage was 
caused and there were no casual- 
ties or damage to Taliban aircraft 
The airport was operational yester- 
day. 

A second raid targeted the 


presidential palace in cenasl 
Kabul. The compound was hit b>' 
two bombs, but Taliban guards 
gave do further information. 

A third night attack came near 
the Khair Khana Pass, northwest of 
Kabul, which is a key supply route 
to the frontlines where bitter 
clashes erupted on Friday. 

The Muslim militia, who have 
controlled Kabul since September 
27, launched a dawn offensive 
from their month-old frontlines 
and captured the district center of 
Qarabagb. 45 kilometers (28 
miles) north of Kabul. 

By Saturday afternoon the 
Taliban were reported to have ad- 
vanced several kilometers (miles) 
north of Qarabagh to an key road 
intersection. 


Itinisians Vote 
on Religion 


TUNIS, TUNISIA (AP) - Presi- 
dent Zine el Abidine Ben All on 
Saturday aimounced a referendum 
to ^prove the curr^t illegality of 
religion-based political parties, his 
latest effort to wipe out political 
Islam. 

Ben All did not give a date but 
said Tunisians soon will vote to 
keep or discard a 1988 law tiiat 
bans parties based on religion, race 
or language. 


Guatemala Ends Nearly Four 
Decades of Civil War 


GUATEMALA CITY, GUATE- 
MALA (AFP) - Guatemalan gov- 
ernment and rebel leaders were 
poised yesterday to end 36 years of 
civil war by signing a historic 
peace agreement. 

The region’s longest conflict, 
in which an estimated 150,000 
people have died and 50,000 have 
disappeared, will formally end at 
23:00 GMT when the rebel chiefs 


sign an overall peace treaty with 
the conservative government of 
President Alvaro Arzu. 

The a gr ee m ent is the fruit of 
five years of negotiations. 

The chiefs of three of the four 
leftist rebel groups composing the 
Guatemalan National Revolution- 
ary Unity (URNG) and a high- 
level offrcml of the fourth arrived 
here Saturday. They were met by 



GUATEMALA CITY, .GUATEMALA; GuatemaUin National 
Revolutionary Unity (URNG) supreme commanders Jorge 
Rosal (L) and Rolando Moran (C) arrive at the Guatemala City 
La Aurora International Airport E)ec. 28. (AFp Photo) 


a multitude of URNG sympathi^ 
ers, union members, and reporters. 

Indigenous activist and 1992 
Nobel peace prize winner 
Rjgoberta Menchu was among 
those on hand to greet the guerril- 
las, saying their arrival was "an 
important moment, full of emo- 
tion." 

But she cautioned that Guate- 
malans remained somewhat skep- 
tical of the agreement. "It’s logical, 
because Guatemalans have lived 
36 years of hopelessness, repres- 
sion, massacres and unfulfilled 
promises to better their deteriorat- 
ing living conditions." she said. 

The signing of the peace 
agreements ought to mark a start- 
ing point fbrCuatemalans to begin 
discussing the economic and social 
problems of the nation which are 
the root of the problem, which 
sparked the war," he said. 

The URNG delegation was 
composed of leftist rebel com- 
manders Rolando Moran, Carlos 
Gonzalez and Pablo Monsanto, 
leaders of their respective move- 
ments, and Jose Rosal, repre- 
senting his group’s leader, Gaq>ar 
nom. 


Bomb Explodes 
in Lhasa on 
Christmas Day 


BEIJING, CHINA (AFP) - A l^ge 
bomb explosion in the Tib^an 
capital on Christmas Day has 
sparked official warnings from 
China of an all-out terrorist cam- 
paign from separatist groups led by 
the Dalai Laima. 

The bomb exploded outside the 
offices ofthe Lhasa city metropoli- 
tan district shortly after 0 1 00 hours 
on Wednesday (16:00 GMT Tues- 
day). a Chinese official from Tibet 
People's Radio told AFP in a tele- 
phone interview. 



ISLAhlABAD, PAKI- 
STAN - A mountain ofi 
mud buried eight Paki- 
stani soldiers as the\* 


slept and injured another 
sue in the Himalayan 
mouQtains last Thurs- 
day, news reports said 
yesterday. 

PHNOM PENH, CAM- 
BODIA - A Briton ab- 
ducted in March has been 
reported alive in a Khmer 
Rouge stron^old near 
the Thai border, a rebel 
defector and the Cambo- 
dian government’s 

investigation chief said 
yesterday. 

LAGOS, NIGERIA - The 
U.S. ambassador to Nige- 
ria, Walter Carrington, 
will explain today why 
Washington has issued 
warnings about possible 
bomb attacks on Nigerian 
airports, U.S. officials 
said yesterday. 

DUSHANBE, TAJIKIS- 
TAN - A Briton and a 
South African who work! 
br a gold-mining joint 
venture were freed Satur- 
day with their tu^o Tajik | 
interpreters after a month 
in captivity by Tajik re-' 
bels, a Russian new^s 
agency said. 

RIYADH, SAUDI ARA- 
BIA - Two British nurses 
accused of murdering an 
Australian colleague al- 
egedly called the victim 
an "old woman" no longer 
capable of doing her job 
before hitting her with a 
teapot and stabbing her 
with a kitchen knife, a 
Saudi newspaper said I 
yesterday. 

MOGADISHU, SO- 
MAUA - Sudan's Charge 
d’Affairs in Somalia All 
Hassan Ali has urged So- 
malis to take up arms and 
fight Ethiopia in a Jihad 
holy war) to counter 
Ethiopia’s recent invasion 
of the southern Somali re- 
gion of Gedo, the 
Mogadishu Times new's- 
paper reported here yes- 
terday. 

(DISPATCHES) 
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Brown Beats Komen, Wami Wins Women’s Race 

DURHAM, ENGLAND (AP) - European champion Jon Brown outran 
Kenya's Daniel Komen Saturday to win a 9.3 kilometer cross country race 
Brown opened a 15-yard (meter) lead at the half-way matk, but Komen' 
came back at him and the lead continued to change hands. Brown stayetd 
concentrated and punched the air in celebration as he crossed the line threa 
seconds clear in 28 minutes 24 seconds. Komen clocked 28:27 and thirq 
place South Afncan Hendrick Ramaala was a further four seconds bacL 
Gete Wami of Ethiopia held off a challenge from Romania's Elena Fidatof| 
to win the 5.2 km women’s race. 


Sports Highlights 




Moritiitg Glory Wins 
Sydney to Hobart 

HOBART. AUSTRALIA (AP) - German maxi Morning Glory overcame 
light winds near the finish to take line honors in the Sydney-to-Hobart 
Yacht Race early Sunday, breaking a 2 1 -year record. 

American maxi Kialoa’s record stood since 1975 until the purple- 
hulled 80-foot Morning Glory glided across the line 29 minutes and 46 
seconds faster than the previous mark. 

The record of 2 days. 14 hours. 36 minutes, 56 seconds for the 630 
nautical miles (1.165 kilometers) was set by American skipper Jim 
Kilroy in Kialoa 111. 

Afterthe swift run up the Derwent River to clinch the record. Morning 
Glory owTier and German industrialist Hasso Plattner said the $240,000 
prize for breaking the previous race record would be shared among the 
2 1 members of the crew. 

When the wind dropped three times during the final stages of the race, 
Plattner thought the record might be safe for another year. 

"I couldn't stand it, 1 went below and looked at ithe computer for a 
while and then the wind came back," he said after the race. 

"TTie crew never gave up." 

Plattner, who had to fly in a new mast and fit it before the Sydney to 
Hobart after breaking one in one of the preliminary races, said his 
Reichel-Pugh-designed maxi had a great race. 

After recovering from a bad start. Morning Glory had to weather 
40-knot winds and did so without the mainsail Plattner said. 

The winds caused the German’s main rival Australian maxi Brinda- 
bella, to lose a mast and retire from the race. 

"We made it through the night, exile just behind us," he said.- 
"We lost them the next day, we were 10 miles behind, (then) got in 
the lead at maximum speed, 24 knots sailing down the waves. 

"Then we approached Tasmania and evetything was looking good 
and then the wind died again." 

Pocket maxi Exile was expected to be the second boat to aoss the 
finish line, with Foxtel Amazon, another pocket maxi likely to fmish 
third. 

A further 1 7 boats were expected to finish Sunday from the field of 
78, down from the 95 that began the race last Thursday in Sydney Harbor 



HOBART, AUSTRALIA: German maxi Morning Glory heads 
up jthe Derwent River towards the lights of Hobart to win and 
break the race record in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race in 
Hobart December 29. 

(AFP Photo) 




/ Russian Player Injured as Burglars kald ^ 
Goalie's Home 

BRUSSELS. BELGIUM (AP) - A Russian socccrplaycr was badly beaten 
by burglars who raided the home of Bclgim goaOeceping legend 
Jean-Marie Pfaff. Belgian newspapers reported Saturday. Kyril Varaksin, 
22. was hh in the face with brass knuckles by mtraders who bidte into 
Pfaffs house. "‘K>Til's soccer career is hanging in (he balance * 
the daily Het Betong Van Limburg newspaper. The Russian pl^rcr. aba 
a goalkeeper, sufFei^ a broken nose and sbatieitd cheek, Vaaksin was 
staying as PfafTs guest while preparing his transfer from Cska Moscow 
Vjo Belgian First Division side Germinal Ekeren. j 
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Keep Faith, Urges Tarlor 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 
(AFP) - Recalled batsmen Mat- 
thew Hayden and Justin Longer 
deserve another chance against the 
recharged West Indies in the 
fburdi cricket test, certain Mark 
Taylor said Sunday in the wake of 
Australia’s conqrrdiensive loss in 
die diird test. 

The West fridies, facing the 
point of no rttum after losing the 
opening two tests in die best-of- 
five match Frank Worrell Trophy 
series, hit back inagidficemly here 
Saturd^, bearing die Austrarians 
by six wickets inside three days to 
trail 2-1 with two tests to play. 

After weeks of criticism for 
their lethargic form, the Windies 
recaptured their Idller iiwrinri of 
old, led by the Antiguan assassin, 
Curdy Ambrose, who destroyed 
the Australian top order with 
match figures of 9-72. 

Australian selectois, accused 
of a "revolving door policy’, 
pitched Hayden and Langer into 
the Australian rop order to fill the 
enforced vacancy of injured 
Opener Matthew Elliott and 
Sdckai No.3 Ricky Ponting. 

Amid a backdrop of gajeral 
batting feilures with the excqirion 
of Steve Waugh and a first i nnings 
62 by Greg Blewett, Hayden and 
Langer’s injudicious shot-making 
were highlighted in the post-match 
recriminations. 

Hayden, playing in only his 
second test and pitched into batUe 
on the strength of his 224 not out 
batting for an Australian XI last 


momh ag^nst the West Indies, 
minus Ambrose and Courtney 
Walsh, was out for five and a duck 
to a dreadful decision not to ofier 
aslKit. 

Langer was suicidally run out 
for 12, soon alter bookizig Kenny 
Benjamin for six, and played a 
poor attempted hook on his sev- 
enth ball to be out for a dock in 
the second innings. 

Selectors are in a dilemma wirii 
the foonh Adelaide test followed 
just three days later by riie fiWi 
and final test in Perrii. Rigiit days 
after the Perth Test Australia open 
their tour of South Africa. 

In the meantime, Hayden and 
Langer have chances to keep tiie 
selectors’ faitii with big scores in 
^effield Shield marnh^g for their 
respective states in the ieadup to 
the Adelaide test, altiiongb bodi 
will not p1^ in the one-day trian- 
gular series against tiie Windies 
and Pakistan. 

*H^den and langer are prob- 
^ly going to deserve more than 
cme chance because no one did 
particularly well on the Mel- 
bouriM CoonQr Oroimd wick^ 
Jimmy Adams* 74 not out was the 
highest score in the (MenxHinie) 
test,’ said Taylor, 

’It’s a matter of giving these 
guys more experience and a few 
more games at this type of bowl- 
tog. 

"If they can do that tb^ will 
gel a lot more confidence a^ get 
used to playing this kind of 
cricket. 


"We have a lot of guys doing 
well at Shield level, but Shield 
Cricket is totally different to play- 
ing the West Indies." 

Taylor accqited some of the 
blame for the situation H^den 
and Langer are in by acknow- 
ledging his "lean trot” with the 
baL 

In six innmgiB against the West 
hidies in the series, Taylor has hit 
a total of 143 runs and has yet to 
score a balf-ceniuiy. 

In bodi inningg hi the Mel- 
bourne Test, Anstxalia were ex- 
posed at 27 ft>r ftnir and 47 ftn* 
four, piaiing too mudi on riie re- 
m ainder of the hatifng tn paiticn- 
lar Steve Waugh, to build a 
respective total. 

"I have to make some runs at 
the top of the order, if 1 do it 
will take the pressure off some of 
the other guys, ” said Taylor. 

"We had Hayden and 
coming into dieir first test matrfi 
ft>r a wi^e, it's a diffsrent ball 
game playing these guys ^in- 
dies) at die 'Melbourne Crideet 
Ground on an uneven vricket th?n 
playing in a Sheffield Shield 
game." 

Taylor piopoinied his b atting 
problems stemming from tanfy 
footwork. 

”I’ve got to get the feet moving 
a bit quicker, (although) I’m not * 
playing all that bad, I've batted a 
long time for not a lot of runs, so 
it’s a matter of getting the feet 
moving quicker. 


Late Goal 
Gives Canada 
4-4 Draw with 
Americans 

GENEVA (API - Peter Schaefer 
scored widt 3 106 remaining to give 
Canada a 4-4 draw Saturday with 
the United States at the World Jun- 
ior Ice Hockey Championship. 

Schaefer came out of die right 
comer, faked one defenseman and 
beat goalie Brian Boucher for the 
^’ing goal for Canada, which 
hasn't lost in three years at diis 
tournament 

The result left the Czech Re- 
public, the United Stares and Can- 
ada even on points atop group a 
widi 1-1-0 records. The Cze^s 
lead on goal differentia! with the 
United States next 

The United States plays the 
Czech Republic on Suntby. 

The Canadians have Sunday 
off before meeting host Switzer- 
land on Monday. 

The Unit^ Staies-Canada 
game was one of two played Satur- 
^y. In the other, Finland beat 
Sweden 4-2 at Morges. The Finns 
are 2-0-0 in Group B. They play 
Russia, also 3-0-0 for the Group 
lead today’. 

In another Group, Germany 
plays Switzerland. Slovakia meets 
Poland in a second Group B game 
today at Morges. 

BJ. Young gave the Ameri- 
cans a 4-3 lead on a backhander at 
15:46 of the third period after 
teammate Tom Poti did a nice Job 
of keeping the puck in the Cana 
dian zone. 

Speedy Daniel Briere broke r. 
2-3 tie at 6:24 of the secondperiod, 
but Dan Lacounue tied it for the 
Americans 2$ seconds into die 
third. 

Christian Dube, on loan from 
the J4ew York Rangers, scored 
twice in the first period around 
American goals by Mark Parrish 
and Jeff Parkas. 

Dube scored from a scramble 
in front of Boucher 1:18 into the 
game but Parrish, with his third of 
the tournament, beat goalie Mar%. 
Denis with a low wrist shot to die 
stick side only 30 seconds later. 


WildCaids 
Satuid^, Dec. 28 
Jacksonville 30, Bufifelo 27 
Dallas 40, h^onesota 15 
Sunday, Dec. 29 
Indiansgxilis at Pitfdnugh 
Philadelphia at San Fi^xsco 
Dzvisioiial Playoffs 
Satnzday, Jan. 4 
San Francisco or Ptiiladeb>hia 
at Green Bay 

Jadcsonvifle or Indiatopolis at 
Denver 

Sunday, Jan. 5 

Pittsbugb or Jacksonville at 
New England 
Dallas at Carolina 
Conference Championships 
Sunday. Jaa 12 
Siqxir Bowl 

SiuKk^. Jan. 26 at New Or- 
leans 
Pro Bowl 

Sunday'. Feb. 4 at Honolulu 
AFC vs NFC 
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MOSCOW (AF^ - Russian bw- 
mafcas took a big step Satuid^ 
^towaid passn^ the 1997 budget, 
gppatviog a detailed bodgetaiy 
plan vrith about 2,000 amend- 

Ipentfi . 

Hie qjedserof die state Duma, 
padiameid's lower bouse, called it 
"mayfag .the woist budget ever" 
bid said it was oecessaxy to pass 
it 

He Dona voted 243-117 to 
a^ u ve tbe draft on the thixd of 
four xecpined xeadings. 

* "^^’n still have battles before 
the fourth leadmg,” Imuice Min- 
ister Alexander Livshits said after 
the vote. 

PadiameDt already approved 
overall spendiDg and re v en u e fig- 
ures eadier diis month. SatmdsQr's 
vote was on individi^ budget al- 
lotments. 

Ihe Duma’s budget oommittee 
worked almost lound-^the-clock in 












IP I ay ^ 


ffi 


Parttmneht Gives Preliminary 
Approval fe 1997 Badaet 

KWTir /Am n..>^ ™ 


past several d^s, writing 
2,000 amendments to the 
government's draft 

The budget plan now faces a 
final Duma vote before going to 
the i^per house and then Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin for appauvaL 
The Duma's faoli^ break be- 
pn after Saturday’s vote, mean- 
ing Russia will enter the New 
Y^ without a bud^L Livshits 

said the government would adhere 
to the still-unappiDved budget 
plan rather than suspend funding. 

The budget is the centerpiece 
of the goveroment's economic 
program for next year and envi- 
sions the first economic growth 
since the start of lefonns in 1992, 
but dti^tics its piojecUons are 
not realistic. The government lob- 
bied hard to push the plan through 
the Conmnniist-dominated pailia- 

ment 


Conference on Unemployment in 
Egypt Opens 


CAIRO, EC5YPT (AP) - Athree- 
day "Bgypt 2000" c onf ere nce 
opened Satmday to discuss ways 
of qywihgHng unempl/y meiit as 
the couidxy tries to eaqiand its 
eco n omy. 

Prime MinistBT Kamd el-Gan- 
zomy said in a statement read to 
tin (^enhig session that Egypt 
will achieve a 7 percent eco- 
nomic growth rate by the year 
2000, reducing the annual in- 
crease in joblessness. 

Earlier this week; the govern- 
ment miTtrffrnrfyl that 3 million 
jobs win be created before the 
year 2002, and that -uiiBiigyloy- 
ment win be reduced to 5 peroenL 
Tbe government estimates job- 
lessness at 9.6 percent of the work 
force; nsenndioiial eoononnsts 


put it neaify double that rate. 

In recent yeas, the Egyptian 
econon^ has been growing at be- 
tween Z5 percent and 4 percent a 
yeai; a poative peifoimaiice but 
not enough to create tbe jobs 
needed to absorb the estimated 
500,000 people who enter the job 
market anDDally. 

Egypt, with 60 milbon people, 
launched an economic i gfoi m 
program in 1991 to dismantle its 
legacy of cemral p lanning and 
state ownership from socialist 
policies of the 1960s. 

The reforms included new 
laws to encourage private busi- 
ness foieigli investment and trade 
as wen as plans to sell off more 
tlym 300 state-run indostries. 


Japanese Consprtiiun to Develop Oil 
Fields in Caspian Sea 

TQ^O (AFP) - A consortium of 


J^jonese companies has agreed 
with the ggvenwnem of Azeibai- 
jan tt> devetop oil fields in sooib- 
em Caspian Sea, a business daily 
saySSund^. 

Tbe governmental Japan Na- 
tional on Cogr. is es^iecied to' ex- 
cber^ notes with tbe dl-iich 
Central Asian r^blic in Fd>iu- 


itsaid. 

Tbs partners plan to develop 
two areas stretching over 7,400 
square kUometers (2,960 square 
miles) in the southern Ca^ian 
SftB , which have estimated oil de- 
posits of seven billion barrels, the 
paper said. 

Azeabaijan President Geidar 


aiy and set iq) a joint vesture with Aliyev fust proposed the develop- 

pixvate’Sector ft™* m March, the ment in September to help de- 


^hhonKeizai Shiinbun said. 

The comparues to be involved 
inthe project are Itochu Coip., Ja- 
pan Energy Coq>., Teikoka Oil 
Co. and Indonesia Petroleum Ltd., 


velop oil-related industries in the 
former Soviet republic. 

Jspan also hopes the project 
win hrip expand its sources of 
stable oil sniffy, the paper said. 


Russia, CIS Oil Production 
to Stay Stable Next Year 

MOSCOW (AFP) - Oil prodiic- Latvia and Litiuiania - produced 

7.1 million bpd and refined 4.7 
millioa 

Indian 

Inflation Rate 
Hits 1996 High 

NEW DELHI (AFP) - India's in- 
flation rate hit a new high for fis- 
cal 1996 when it passed the seven 
percent mark, officials said Sun- 
day. 

Xhc annualized rale rose by 

0 28 percentage pointe 
last week to 7.08 percent, accord- 
ing to piovisioDal figures for the 


tion fiom fossia ynd the cotmtries 
in the Commonwealth of Inde- 
peatdem Slates (OS) will remain 
stable in 1997, an eiqren study 
saU Saturday qwAed by oil news 
agencyPlA. 

Next year Itu^ia should pro- 
duce arouDd dll to million 
ibanels per day (bpd), refine 
Steirad 3.3 to ZJS xnniion bpd and 
,C3iport about 2.5 to 2.7 million 

,bp^ according to the study by the 

Wb^ Energy Analysis and Fore- 
casting Qnrap and Russia’s Inter- 
national rente r for Commeicial 
OU Studies. 

Tte whole of the CIS should 
produce around 7.2 to 7.4 million 


tMiKiuGB arouna /.zro muuuH — r-- ,, 

"Oda-dn^fireanmnd 4.7 .0 4,9 

an increase in prices of fiiiits and 
vegetdJleS, pulses, pork, juje, 
groundnut seeds and rubber, the 
officials said. 


million bpd. 

In 1996 Rus^ produced 6.1 
mOliondSpd andirefiited 3.4 nul- 
lion while the CIS - all former 
Soviet republics nu'nns - Estonia, 














Arab 

Reform 

ABU DHABI (AFP) - Arab coun- 
tries should provide more protec- 
tion hi foreign capital as part of 
investment law r^otm to attract 
funds, Az^ League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdel Meguid 
said. 

Arabs should benefit from a 
landmark agreement gig ned hy 
more than 120 countries to open 
iq> their borders under Wodd 
Trade Organization accords to itv- 
crease global investment and 
commercial exchange. 

"The Arab countries need to 
revise their trade and investment 
laws if they want to get their share 
of inteinatioiial investment," 
Meguid told the United Arab 
Emirates economic weekly Emir- 
ates Today which publiriied on 
Saturd^. 

"Such laws should enable in- 
vestors to make good jnofits, pro- 
vide enough protection for their 
cqiital and ensure guaramees for 
thedt continnatioiL" 

Several Arab states stiD im- 
pose lestrictions on capital trans- 
fer while those in the cdl-rich 
Persian Gulf do not allow 100 
percent foreign ownership. 

Such factors have combined 
with political instabilt^ in the re- 
gion to discourage foreign inves- 
tors and even force out the bulk of 
fimds . 

According to official figures. 


States Urged to 
Investment Laws 



ESMAT ABDEL MEGUID 


inter-Axab investments are esti- 
mated at around $13 billion, a 
fiaction of the overseas assets of 
the 22-moiiber Ai^ League of 
between $600 tuition and 800 bil- 
lion. 

Meguid said the Cano-based 
league would organize an invest- 
ment conference in the first half 
of 1997 to draw tg) proposals for 
inqtroved investment laws and 
identify bnsiiiess opportunities in 


the legron, which officials expect 
to attract large funds after tbe es- 
tablishment of a conqnehensive 
peace. 

"The Az^ Lea^ believes m- 
vestment plays a vital role in eco- 
noznic development in the Arab 
regioii ... the current investment 
inflow does not meet the require- 
ments of the Arab people," he 
said. 



ANKARA, TURKEY (AP) -Tur- 
kic, hoping to ooiiqiensate for 
economic d?rmage it suffered be- 
cause of the UJ^. entiiargo on 
Baghdad, «Hgned a trade protocol 
with Iraq here on S^urd^. 

The deal’s immediate result 
wlQ be an increase in trade at tbe 
Habur Gate, the only border 
crossing between the two coun- 
tries, Ahmet Cemil Time, Turiosh 
state naoistei, said at the signing 
ceremony. 

"At tiie first step we will in- 
crease the capadfy of Habur bor- 
der gate," he said "We wfil c^>eii 
another gate later" 

Time was q]paieiiify refetring 
to a c^inet study that considered 
extending tbe crossing’s (g>eializtg 


hours fiom eight hours a dty to 24 
hours. 

Border trade between Thikey 
flmd baq lesonied at the Habur 
two weeks ago after liatp oil 
started flowuig throoghap^line 
imo the T nriqsh port of 'Yomnr- 
talilc und er a UJ^.-^pIOVed Oil* 
for-food deal. 

The deal - mcaztf to alleviate 
suffering in Iraq resulting fiom 
tbe UX eoibaigo - aDows Bagh- 
dad to sen $2 billion worth of oil 
dirrigg a six-mouth period to buy 
food and medicine for its peqjle. 

The protocol signed Satuid^ 
said, Iraq will give priotiiy to 
Hirirish finws in purchasing the 
food and medicine. 


Rashded, heading the Iraqi dele- 
gation, on Frid^ said that seven 
bids by Tnikish firms to sen food 
and medicine to Iraq had been ac- 
cepted. 

The protecol also foresees co- 
operation in the fields of energy, 
industry, agricufture, transporta- 
tion and coinmuiiication. 

Thikish &ieigy Munster Recai 
Kutan said Wednesday that talks 
jncloded a proposal to build a 
pipeline to bring natural gas fiom 

Tbikey had lost an estimated 
$27 billion fiom lost trade and the 
closnre of the ofl pipeline after the 
United Nations im posed sanctions 
on Iraq for hs 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 


Iraqi Ofl Minister Amer 

Jordan Approves Budget with 

$31 5m Deficit 


AMMAN (AFP) - The Jordanian 
p^iament on SaUudsy approved 
a 1997 budget with a 225 million 
dinar ($315 million) deficit 

Fi^-tbiee out of-68 deputies 
voted for tbe budget and 15 oppo- 
sition members voted against it 
The Jordanian pariiament has 80 
members. 

The government said during 
the four days of debate on the 
budget that its goal was to spur 


economic development while pro- 
tecting social services for the 
mostueeify. 

Revenues for 19S17 are targeted 
at 1.69 billion dinars ($2.3 billion) 
while eTqieoses are set at 1.91 bil- 
lion din^ ($2.68 billioii). 

Jordan is also calculating 169 
million dinars (S236 million) in 
foreign aid, which wrill reduce its 
budget deficit to 56 million ($78 
million). 


According to the government, 
the defidt, excluding foreign aid, 
iqiiesents 3.9petcem of country's 
gross domestic product, which is 
in line with the govetnxnem's lib- 
eralization program under Inter- 
na tipnal Monetary Fund 

Tar i^me ndatinns. 

The budget’s priority is the 
creation of 3,000 jobs in 1997 to 
help overcome the country's 15 
percent unemployment rate. 


Sri Lanka Privatization Panel Heads for Revamp 


CXJLOMBO (AFP) - Sri Lanka’s 
privatization chief resigned amid 
allegations that tiis pand commit- 
ted tbe country to unfavorable 
conditions in a deal with the An- 
glo-Dutch ofl conqariy shell, offi- 
cial sources said Sunday. 

TTie Piiblic ^tteipzise Refonn 
Committee (PERC) chainnan, Ra- 
jan Asirwathazn, tendered his res- 
ignation and was joined by 
director Aiittfaa WidoeinaDayake, 
who will quit their posts ou Tbes- 
d^, the sources said. 

The sudden resignation of 
Asirwatham followed i^rts in a 


state-run newsp^Mr' recently that 
the PERC was headed for a major 
gtiaicft iq> over the controversial 
deal with shell last yean 

The PERC was also facing 
mounting friricigm fiom trade un- 
ions as well as leftist legislaters 
from within the ruling party over 
the sale of a steel mill to South 
Korea’s Haignng Congiaiiy, plus 
other impending deals. 

There was no immediate word 
from the government about the 
developments at PERC but Asir- 
watham was quoted in a privately 
run Sunday' pqier as spying: 
"Don't talk about these things 


during the Ghristmas season.” 

On Friday, dock woriceis at the 
Colornbo harbor, the country's 
main sea port struck work to pro- 
test plans to lease a section of the 
facility to Britain’s Peninsula and 
Orieni^ Steam Navigation Co.. (P 
andO). 

Trade unions at the Onzwela 
Steel Mill are continuing protests 
and have prevented the new South 
Korean owners from taking pos- 
session of the manufacturing 
plant where one worker commit- 
ted suicide after police question- 
ing. 


Economic Digest 


RIYADH - Sales by tlte 100 
largest Saudi conqianies rose in 
1996 to 297.3 billiou rivals ($79.2 
billion), up b>' 38.6 billion liyals 
($10.2 billion) from last year, a 
private stiufy showed Saturday. 

The stuck', prepared by the In- 
ternational Data and Conuneicial 
Services Co., said Saudi Aramco 
toiqted the list with the highest 
sales for the year, 152 billion dy- 
als ($40.5 billion). 

^udi Basic Industries Coqi- 
was second with 23.6 billion riv- 
als ($6.2 billion), followed by 
Dall^ al Barakah with total sales 
of 12.9 billion riyals (S3.4 bil- 
lion). 

The 100 largest companies em- 
ployed a total of 306,000 people, 
with combined assets of 6 1 7. 5 bil- 
lion riyals ($164.6 billion). 

DUBAI - The Dubai-based 
Emirates Baidc Imematioiial is 
planning to open branches in the 
(Persian) Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil countries as part of a major ex- 
pansion. its chainnan said. 

Ahmed Hummaid al-'lbvcr, 
who is also the United Arab Ber- 
ates’ minister of state for finance 
and industry', said Friday that ihe 
(P)GCC couittries constituted an 
inqreitant markeL Tbe (P)GCC is 
an economic and political alliance 
that groups the Emirates with 
Saudi Ar^ia, Kuwait, Bahrain. 
Qatar and Oman. 

Established as the Union Bank 
of the Middle East in 1977, the 
baiik has grown to become one of 
the le.*idit>g financial institutions 
in the region. The bank currently 
operates 37 branches in the Emir- 
ates and 11 abroad. 

RIYADH - An international 
consortium including Saudi Ara- 
bian, British and German compa- 
nies announced plans Saturdsy to 
build a petrochemical plain at a 
cost of 225 million riy'als ($60 
ixuUion). 

Tbe plant, to be built at tbe 
Red Sea port of Yaiibu in Saudi 
Arabia, will produce 260,000 tons 
a year of Cumene, a petrochemi- 
cal used to produce phenol and 
ceione for use in products such as 
building materials, carpets, cos- 
metics and medicines. 

Members of the consortium in- 
clude Gennaxy's Phenol Chemie 
and Saudi Arabia's privately 
owned Imeniational Petrochemi- 
cal Co. Chem sy'stems of the 
United Kingdom is conducting 

the feasibility sttidy for tbe plant 
Technology for the plant will be 
siTOPlied by Uop Inc. of the 
United Stales. 

The petrochemical plant will 
receive customs e?remptions and 
todustiial loans and be provided 
with taw materials from state- 
owned petrochemical suppliers, 
the consortium said in a state- 
ment 

KUWAIT - The go\'emmenl's 
Kut\'ait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development has extended soft 
loans to Syria worth 268 million 
dinas ($893.33 million) since 
1 969. a newsp^r reported Satur- 
day. 

Al-Rai al-Amm daily quoted 
the deputy director general of the 
fund, Abihil Wahab al-Bader. as 
saying the long-term loans with a 
maxiinum interest of 3 percent 
were used to finance inf^lruc- 
ture projects including roads, 
sewage n'stems and electricity 
plants. 

The official said the fund was 
considering se\‘eial requests from 
the Syrian go\’emmcni for new 
loans to finance a highwa>'. a 10- 
million-ton silo and irrigation net- 
works. 
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1777 — Bavaria, on death of 
Maximilian 111, paxses to Charles 
Theodore, elector Palatine. 

1 803 — Sindhia of Gwalior sub- 
mits to British in India. 

1880 — Transvaal Boers led 
Slephanus Kruger declare a repub- 
lic. 

1911 ~ Revolutionary provi* 
^fwiai assembly in elects Dr. 
Sun Yat Sen the' first president of 
tbe Chinese Republic. 

1947 — Romania's Ring Mi- 
chael abdicates under communist 
pressure. 

1958 — French West African 
states decide to form federation 
within Froich community. 

1962 — ^China warns that cease- 
fire in diat nadoo’s border conflict 
with India is unstable. 

. 1964 — UN Securi^ Coundl 
resolves to call for end to an for- 
eign imeivention in the Con^, a 
ceasefire there, and withdrawal of 
mercenaries. 

1988 — Yugoslav Premier 
Branko Milodic and cabinet resign 
under criticism of government's 
handling of economic crisis. 

1989 — Polish Parliament ^ 
proves reforms that allow forma- 
tion of political parties, protect 
private property and deny Commu- 
nist Party guaranteed monopoly on 
power. 

1990 Albanian Jews are al- 
lowed to begin emigrating to Israel 
for the first time. 

1991 — Meeting in Minsk, Be- 
larus, leaders of Commonweridi of 
Independent States fail to preserve 
unified military, allowing each re- 
public to form its own army. 

1992 — President Bush flies to 
Somalia to meet with famine vic- 
tims and U.S. troqps. 


Low-Dose Birth Control 
Pill Has Less Side Effects 


By DR ALLAN BRUCKHEJM 

QUESTION: What is the lat- 
est about oral pills for contracqH 
tion? A trial with other methods 
has been unsadsfactoiy, but I 
don't want to take medicalions 
that can bring me more trouble 
than good. 

I guess I could ask doctor; 
but your zqroits are so easy to un- 
derstand that 1 thought I would try 
you first 

ANSWER: lii the eady days 
of oral coiUraceptives, there were 
maiQr reports of undeshable side 
effects. These were related to the 
dosage of hormones contained in 
those prqiarations. 

As tune progressed, a whole 
array of new, low-dose fbnmila- 
tions became available to physi- 
cians; the number and intensity of 
side effects diminighfid^ and the 
safety factor increased. 

These low-dose varieties have 
demonstrated a high degree of ef- 
fectiveness and are now consid- 


eied the most effective reversible 
method of birth control (other 
than inject^le progestin). 

Since so many combinations 
axe avail^le, you still need to talk 
with yonr pttysician, who can pre- 
scribe the dosage that best suits 
your needs and certainly the one 
with the least side effects. 

Tteie still are some commonly 
occurring side effects - nausea, 
hftjtdflrbfi and weight gain - but 
they fiequeiaty pass after a short 
time or can be alleviated by 
switchixtg to another combination 
of medications, or to one with a 
different dose of hormones. 

The often-expressed concern 
of death fiom th^ prescriptions 
is extremely rate. In a non-smok- 
ing patient, death from an auto ac- 
cident is 10 tfoigg more likety than 
from birth comiol pills. 

Though there are a number of 
situations in winch birth control 
pills should not be prescribed - 
history of stroke, dots in the 


\'eins, coiDsaiy. aiteiy disease, 
known or snspected cancer of the 
breast, or inqiaired liver function. 
amnng otbeis - tfasie aic also 
mazty benefits beside biiih cod&dI 

that resuit fiom these medcations. 

They lower incidence 

of peMc infiammatoiy disease, 
ovarian cancer, fibro^stic dis- 
ease, premenstrual tension syn- 
dioine. In addition there are fewer 
menstrual cramps, less imense 
flow and more pmlialrie menses. 
While dtcmgcing thig matter with 
yonr doctoi; ask for some of tbe 
literature now availably which 
can often add to your knowledge 
and help yon tnalce the right deci- 
sion. 

ACROSS MY DESK 

Z often leceh'e questions con- 
cerning the effect of sugaiy 
sweets on the behavior of chil- 
dren. T.iVe yon, I, too, have heard 
it said that a cMZd win become 
overactive and difficalt to control 
Seepage 13 


eCBitCCVlA 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 

TOODU 


C19 M IMiM MtJa StnacH. Ik 
AlWgtiaHw*— a 


that SCRAMK.ED WORD QAMg 

by Amdd and ArgIrfQD 

f You look {ike a rraUion ^ 


BUIME 


MASHAT 


GUIFER 


Print answer here: IT! 


W 


W/l 


WKAT HIS WIFE 
THOUGHT OF 
THE NEW OUTFIT. 


Now arrange iho circled totters to 
form the surpnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by Michael A. PelB,M.D. 

16 IT OK -To EAT '/riE- 

9MLL 6ILVBP. BAll^ 

-iTiaT pkoraTb cakb^? 



(Answers tomorrow) 

Vhsterdav^ I SYLPH BURST MALADY WOBBLE 

^ I Answer: What they thought of the demobtion ~ 

IT WAS A BLAST 



PRA«E£$ Ake. 
JaST 5li6AK COVBREP 

UiiTH $>L\/eK.rnt'f ARE 
NoT BPlBLE.Birr 
^rnLLolUING^ TtiBIA 
_ Mm ioii. 

Hwlih Cai w ri iw li net hdaodad le be of a 
rSaOMiatte Mtare. 




TRUE! 



by Daryl Cagle 
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Ikiture cfitalfs 

Bambinos Under 
' Threat 

ROME (AFP) - 'Hie fiitore looks 
^j ]Aair for Italian 'mamas' and 
'band)mos’ as 1995 saw Italians 
inanying less and having fewer 
'»hUdRii, according to a report 
'^^hsbBd by ths Italian National 

Statistics Instate. 

Births hit their Icm est ever ebb 
in 1995 with ordy 521,345 boiinc - 
ing bahify being bom. The fonire 
of the formidable Italian 
tnf^other is also in doiibt with 
only 283,125 marriages in 1995, 
down from 291,607 in 1994. 

A i^it pnblished by Romano 
prodi’s Centre-Left government 
in July said the Italian child, liv- 
ing in an adult world, suffers fiom 
-?■ ‘piofouid solitude'' and is a "spe- 
cies under threat of extinctioiL" 


Survey Shows Japan Kids Taller, 
But Less Healthy 


TOKYO (Reuter) - Japanese 
schoolchilcben are taller than their 
courrterpaits 30 years ago, but 
have poorer eyesight awt are 
sicker because of excessive 
videogame pUiying anH 
overstudying, a government sur- 
vey sla>wed recently. 

Jq>aiiese hi^ school stadents 
are on average four centimeters 
(1.5 inches) taller than their coun- 
terparts 30 yean ago, according to 
the Education Ministry’s 1996 
school childien’s health survey. 

But mote schoolchildren now 
suffer more from asthma, obesity, 
dental problems and shortsighted- 
ness than in previous yean. 

"Video games are undoubtedly 
one of the causes of the deterioiat- 
ing eyesight of schoolchildren... 
another cause is excessive study- 
ing for exams," said the Minis- 


try's Kazunari Asanuma, who 
organized the sotv^. 

He said that shortsightedness 
amon g scboolchOdren is at hs 
highest level evet 

Many gQidents prepare for so- 


called "exam hell" by attending 
q y-riai night schools, alter thei r 
legolai «‘^iagg«s , in order to study 
for which they must pass to 
g^n pm rane e tO ecclusive high 
schools and universities. 


China Finds Records 
Describing Life in Ancient 
Times 


Beijing Introduces Free 
Grain and Oil for Urban Poor 


BEIJING (AFP) - China’s capital 
has introduced grain and oil 
coupons to residents with a 
monthly income of less than 170 
yuan (S20.5), the official Xinhua 
News Agency reported. 

In a bid to support its new 
urban poor — tbe result of eco- 
Domic reforms which have left 
many without employmenl or a 
social security — the municipal 
government started providing 


coupons providing 20 yuan of liee 

oil and grain a month from J[>e- 
cember 1. 

It also set a recorruneuded 
minimiifn wage of 270 yuau and 
set the TTiniiiTmm income levd re- 
quired to survive in Beijing ^ 170 
yuan, the news agency reported. 

The n mnicip al government re- 
fused to provide figures for how 
many of Beijiug lesideuts earned 
less than 170 yuan. 


BEUING (AP)-Teosofdunisands 
of Hamhnn and wooden records 
fhar gjve a picture of life in ancient 
China have been found in a 1,700- 
year-old well, in what one expert 
described yesterday as one of die 
great Chinese archaeological finds 
of the centory. 

The well in Changslka, a city in 
central China's Hunan Province, 
served as a cellar for archives in 
the Wu during China's three 
iringdnmg period, which lasted 
ftom 222 A.D. to 280 A.D., the 
state-run Xinhua News Agency 
said. 

The bamboo and wooden 
pieces found in (he well were cov- 
ered wi± 200.000 Chinese char- 
acters detailing Changsha's 


poUdcal, economic, milicaiy. cul- 
tural and geographical situation. 
ifiriiirting details OD.Qxes, rents, 
the legal system, the administra- 
tion apd o^r aspects of go\'em- 
ment, Xinixua said. 

At a news conference yester- 
day, Yu Weichao. curator of die 
Museum of Chinese Histor>', said 
more pieces had been found than 
ever before in China. He de- 
scribed it as one of the country's 
most significani finds of die cen- 
tury, Xinhua said. 

The cellar was submerged by 
rising ground water at some piMni 
in history, preventing the records 
from craclung up because ol dry- 
ness. it said. 


The 
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Offers Vbu Free 


Housing 

Agency 


Home Renting Assistance 

Tel: Twice B50 




1 

888 8148 - SS& 8678 \ 
878 6477 i 






• Nissan Office Of 
Accountancy 
let 877 1943 *879 9286 Fm: 877 1846 


• Zarrin Boarding House (Women) 
«9, 27SL. S-F^r SL, north Gargar St. 

Tel: 800 2773, Fax: 800 8069 
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•Caravan Sahra 
Tour Oi^anizer 

Td:75» 2229, 7SI «7Z7,7» «T76 
Fac(009821)767184Tlx:2l6793 

• EAST EXPRESS 

Tdb560 7091-5, 871 7410 Fjw:886 1828 

B^Golestan Gbods . 

Tefe 809 9393-809 8888-809 7272 
SMaafe^i Qiods Gotataa Trade Crater 

■ Keyhan Safar (lATA) 

Tel: 65 2844- 65 28 99 

• Perse poBs Tour & Travd Ag. 
Tel: 880 8535-6,8810526/9 
Fax:8808S3t 

• Rahoama (Transair) 

Travel Agency 
Tck(009821) 891191/4 
.4fex:(009821) 8892791 

• Sati AirTravd Ag, 

Tel : S3 5041-5, SS22336 

• Shargh Travel Co. 

Tel : 89 40 37- 38,89 7029 

• Sogol Tour & Travd Ag. 

Td; 884 9082-85 Fau 884 9086 

• Teen Air Services 
Tel: 884 7071-2,884 6478 


\JxigAiQjitQatteHJ^ 
Persian Carpets and Antiques 
Perseftolis Trading Co., Ltd. 

IF Estate Wakabayashi 1-R^ 
Wakabavashi. Setagaya-Ku To- 
kyo #154 Phone /03-S481-4477 
Fax: /03-S4S1-4484 
■ Tehran Carpet 
Tel/Fax: 560 8329 


■ Accounting, Physics, 
Maths, etc.,for all grades 
and levels Tel: 256 1690 

• Computer Training in 18 hours 

Tel: 882 6913 Fax: 883 3305 

• Teaching English & Farsi 

Iihs. Tel: 616 9394 





• Antomobile 
< Information 

TelA9l 1-212-8144,234344 


Bank 


• Aryan Payam Computer 
Tel: 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

• Farassoo Computer Co. 

Tel:64!4l92-6417628 Fax: 6465974 

jl^FARNOUD Computer 
PC & Mac Users ... 

" You'x^e got a fiiend'in 

the busiitess .” 
Cenlral Oflice 

Tel; 255 39 56.57 Tax: 255 14 88 

Showroom 

Tel ; 808 17 19 

• Gener X Co. 

6 DihajZambUw'eh hiter.. Shariali SL 

Td: 222 3835- 22S 1038 Fax: 2276617 

• ICC sales & after sales serv. 
Software, Hardware 

Tel: 869 809-869 810 Fax: 860 1514 

• Mahoor Afzar Co. 

Hardware: sdea, wmbbshooliog. upgredntg 

Telefax: 808 6016, 230 509 

• Tim Computer Institute 
Tel: RS5Z24I 


■ eiAmm 

m&a Ttmem 

DELIVERY SERVICES 

33 Maryam Sl.,cnd of Africa Arc. 
Tel:2i41999 Fax: 2057980 

■ Spring & Paliz 
Flower Shops 
Delivery Service Worldwide 

TeL 205 1884 -809 0328 

■ Zaeem Flowers 
Tel: 6404488 -Fax: 6404484 


• HOflin HOTEL GROUP 
HoniiiTGHRnn 

Tel: (009821)8773021-38 

HOfRRSHiRflZ 

Tel: (009871) 28000-9 

HOOlOBnnonRRBBIIS 

Tel: (0098761) 553080-7 

NOmnOIRSHHODll] 

Tel: (009851)832001-9 

HOIRfUnnSHKODlZ] 

Tel: (009851)711001-9 

ReseruabonCenten 

Tel: (009821) 651S64-659285 & 
657860 Fax: (009821) 655565 

• Kowsar Int'I Hotel (Isfahan) ‘ 
Tel:(031) 240236-9 Fax:249975 

• Tehran KowsarHotel **** 
Tel: 8981 21-5 & 8983715 

•Tehran Sara Hotel 

Tefe882 S701 -8820934 Fax:8822602 


• Milsd Language Inst. 
Tel: 888 9265 - 66 

Language Inst 
Tel: 650043- 655031 



• Dr. H. Samavati 
Attornev at Commercial Law 
Tel; 878'51I0 Fax; 8780043 

- • Intematioiial 
Consnltancy & Service 

TdOTT I943& 87991286 Rbc 877 1846 


• Narenjestan Restaurant 

Conlinvntal Cusinv 
Open Daily IOa.m.-lZp.m. 

Chaye-Bagh Restaurant, 

Open^ Barr-b-q. Open daih7-l2pjn. 
Vanak Sports &. Cultural Complex, 
Altar SI. off Vali-e-.W Ave.Tel:8774566 

• Tandoor Indian Rest. 

Tel: 882 5701. 882 5705. 882 09.14 






• Iran Handicrafts Organization 
North Region 




Store 
No. 

1 Talcsiumi 

2 Ncdjatohihi 

3 Vali-e-Aw Sq. 

4 Charani 

f I'orhantpan 
6 Vali-e-A-r 


Add. 


Tel 

8826600 
‘891919 
897279 
880 8186 
675581 
205 4792 



A.Bj^. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 204 9292 - 204 9099 
• Bistooo Housing Agency 
Tel; 802 1205 , 802 1633 
182 Bistoon 28 b St., Yuosefabad 

• NO. 1 

222 6169 - 222 9159 

• No.l (Ex-Robinson) 

Real Estate, td: 2054022-2056045 

• P.H.A. 

B*-"! EslatateTel: 205 1919 

• Takhat-e-Jauishid Huiiniie As- 
Td; 2053886^056815 Fax; 2057627 

•The 850 

Tel: 874 7474 Fax; 874 1568 

• T.N.CO. Housing Ag. 

Td: 200 5708 


• Pizza Express 

l6SamaiiSt..,S.ShinuSl_MoiasadraSL 

Tel: 8039428 delivery service 

• Pizzas by 222 

dinine / ddirerx' / camr out 
Tel: 252 0061-2520065 


• Abtin Dana 
Qecfronical Research Center 
9A, ilnl nr..2«7 W . MlrArmwl 

Tel: 222 8773 -878 8773 

• Fann Burglar Alarm 

Niroa Co„ Wii 0.. Mde- 444. EneWab 
\Tf-.Pkfc-e-Shenuren. Tel: 7513S7Z / 4 




• GmemmentCertifiedTranshtors 
Mr.Gramian Tci:222 4064 

• Khasha Translation Firm 
Tel: 225 9383- 225 4513 


• Zener Eng . Company 
UPS & Gen-Sets 

Td /Fax: 6499641- 676275 





24 Hours Rent Cars 

Code 155 (ex- Middle East) 
Tel: S.;4490/I/2 Fax: 834493 








■BankMeUi Iran 
Card Services Dept. 
Td:M9 7092 Fas 313 3696 


■ 


• Archico., Interior design 

classic * Modern Decoration 

Tel: 864477 Ms. Malehi 

• Interior Designer 
Tel: 229 1685 

■ Mehregan Co. Ltd. . 
Rcnm ufion & Dcctinilion 
Tel: S7I S.578 


• Arian Apartment Hotel 
Tel; 8018545-6 Fax: 8018547 

• Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Td: (0631 ) 30060-9 Fa.s30068 

• Azadi Hotel (Shahr Kord) 
Td: (0381)36791^ Fas 36790 

• Esteghlal Grand Hotel ***** 
Tel:204ll01l -15 Fax:204 7041 

• Fardis Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) 

Tel: 882 095 1 -883 8301 &4 

• Hamedan Buali Hotel *** 
lei: ( 081)33070-1 Fax:33072 


• Sales & Repairs 
Luxurious Swiss Made Watches 
Add: 260 Karimkhan-e- Zand Ave. 
Tel: 891721 Fax; 894199 

I Aftcpli'd 

• Zenith Sale Agent 
Swiss made watches. 

Baeuette jencllcry/salc & sen ices 
Td;Z275673-2229279Fax;2275060 



BOR.TE SEFID 
HOSPITALl’n' COMPLEX 

Tel: 256 2694, 258 8406 

• Fardis ResL (Ex - Swiss) 

Tel: S8ZS516 

• Golden Dragon 

Chinese Rest. & liUl Party Room # 69 
Cuisine ©fall connlries sened 
Td: 205 2501 - 2040508 

• Italian Food/Fresh cut pasta 
7-soor Resaminuit, 298 Miraaie 
Shiraz! A«. 8725487-8,Open daily 

I UO a.m. Caiering + Dclitcrj 

• Japaiftisc Seryna Rest. 

Td ! 877 3735 ■ H77 6.301 


ittiiiiSiiitti 


•Arame.Y Int’I Courier 

Tel: 649 3913/ 14 

•ARSUEH TARABAR inti transport 
Tel: 879 2765, 8792316 Fax: 879 2766 

• Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 

IntcrnationalTransport 

Td:646 6456,649 3955 Fax: 646 8039 

• Caspian Int’I Transport 

Tel: 8X41745. S.38 167 l-iix:8K4I50l 

• Fnkhar T ninsport Co. 

HcaxTlift. Gencr-Jl Cargo 
Tel: 8W 7410-13 Fax:8J5428 

• Pouyafarabar imM Transport 
Td: 883 4379 . 884 765.3 Fax: SS3 4.3SO 

• Tarighbar 

Int’I Transport Co.Ltd. 
Tel: 6418527 Fa\:64l38R6 

Tlx;2268IOTBAR-IR.Tehnm,lran 







Kish English School 
Tel: 205 49 42 - 3 


• Iran Emdad 
Tel: 643 6662-4 


• Milano Rest. 

• Tel: 220 9418 - 221 .3494 


I 







IRANFs^s? 


NEWS 


How to reach 
industrial 
self-sufficiency 


Introduction: 

Many modern technological advances serv- 
ing humanity nowadays started out from de- 
fense industries which are considered as 
technological pioneers by many observers. 

Blending defense and civil industries dates 
back to the ancient times. Alexander would 
always ask the military engineers and experts 
to do the postr-war reconstruction jobs. 

I Germany and Japan followed suite during 
; the post world-war II era turning their coun- 
tries into the most industrialized and wealthi- 
est nations in the world, becoming models for 
the others. 

Many observers believe that Iranians trans- 
formed herself into the most faithful and sin- 
cere warrior and the region*s most powerful 
country following the 8 year old war. 

That laid the suitable ground for our defense _ 
industries to act as civilian during peace time. 
Shahid Shah Abadi complex started its civil 
activities in 1992. 

The complex has been most successful in 
manufacturing the nation’s industries’ vital 
spare parts during the past 4 years particularly 
those needed by the oil wells and the National 
Iranian Drilling Company. 

By doing so, it has proven that economic and 
political independence is based on self-confi- 
dence and self sufficiency. 

In the following report. Dr, Assemi Pur, Na- 
tional Iranian Drilling Company’s managing 
director, and the director of Shahid Shah 
Abadi Industrial Complex both elaborated on 
the above mentioned issue. 



In tise past, three large and | 

accreciljted foreagis companies were' 
e:icliLi!?Eve asiaiaaiifactairers of ! 
oerioratines. ! 


The Directors and sdF-bdief 

Q: Dr. Assampoor, what was 
your motivation whm you de- 
cide to atb^itute the American^ 
British and Fraich parts with 
those made in your congflex? 
JVkUe a vabiable move, was it not 
ris/iy? 

A; "To reach tiue inde- 
pendence, eveiy couidiy must be 
self-sa£5cient and economicaHy 
needless. Also paying attention to 
domestic potentials and capabili- 
ties is of utmost impoitance. 

"ITie begimung point for envy 
development and innovation is the 


active and creative mind of a hu- 
man being which is not usually 
appreciated. 

"Unfortunately, we do not 
value our innovators and brave 
decision makers. We inaugurate 
factories or e.vhibit the finisl^d 
products, but never organize exhi- 
bitions of new ideas or creath'e 
minds to persuade others. 

"Till just recently, the foreign- 
ers weie building silos Cbr us, but 
now, the Construction Jihad is 
building them not only in Iran, but 
in Central Asia and Africa," the 
managing director said. 




. i . 




Shahid Shah Abadi Industrial Complex’s Eye-Catching Succaj?" 




Defense and Civfl Industries, 
Hand in Hand 

Q: Dr., what are some of the 
succestful aeperiences that 
iMuntries suck as Gamany, Ja- 
pan and China have had? 

A: "It is not true to say that 
Gennany turned into one of the 
world's industrialized nations in a 
short time following her bitter de- 
feat at the end of Wodd War n. 

"In feet Germaziy and J^ian's 
reasons for success were their be- 
ing able to correctly blend their 
defense industries phis their war- 
earned e?q}etiences with their na- 
tional needs and their chil 
industries ca^iabilities. 

"I witnessed another exanqile 
of defense and civil industries 
blending together in visit to 
China. If she has been successful 
in development h is mainly owed 
to her ^ilitv' to implemeni a- 
proper and plaimed management 
in the defense and civil industries 
and have all oiganizations and bu- 
reaux take advantage of this op- 
poitonil}'. 

"The same thing happened in 
OUT coQAtiy after the war and the 
oil industiy seemed to be targeted 
by the enem^-. That’s why the job 
of manufacturing hs sensitive and 



jGna perforatiRgs are sensitive and 


sophisticated parts used to make 
drillings faster and easier. 


Strategic spare pans was given to 
our complex. 

"To further realize its impor- 
tance we should know that one 
fifth of the oil leverme is spent on 
its drillings and impon of spare 
parts," be added. 

Motto Coming True 

This qaestion was put forward 
to the conqilex director. 

Q: Is produdng strat^ic in- 
ibtstrudgfare parts an eamondc, 
industrial and poSUcal nwve? 

"No, h is more than that. Soon 
after we started manufacturing the 
strategic spare parts in our de- 
fease industries, we realized that 
not only the eneniy's plans for 
distuibing our economic ^stem 
was destroyed, but the Islamic 
R^ublic was recognized as one 
the few manufacturers in this field 
and even started receiving ordeis. 

Therefore our motto became a 
reality after years, and ix)w ju^ 


like the test of the coimtiv* we are 
proud of it," he stressed. 

Let’s Gh'e Domestic Indus- 
tries A Chance 

Q: Dr. Assen^foor, how do 
you view exports? 

A: "Drilling is a stable industry 
and that's why procuring its ^aie 
parts is extremdy inyrn ianf For 
instance, the gim peEfotatings we 
are DOW producing in our conqilex 
and are considered strategic were 
used to be exclusively manufec- 
tured by three giant arid reputable 
foreign con:q)aiiies which are now 
our very own customers. 

"Drilling is a standardized and 


sensitive industry. The safety ratio 
does not allow us to just use am* 
spare part Another iII^> 0 ]rtant fac- 
tor is that the v*ery acceptance of 
the domestic spare parts by the 
drilleis and diilltng experts and 
workers who have used the for- 
eign parts for 70 years is of more 
inqjoriaiice than lecehing ap- 
provals fiom places such as 'ISO 
9000'," Dr. Assemipoor ^ded. 

Expansion of the Activities 

Q: Are you capable of con- 
tinuing tilts trend? 

The conq)lex director re- 
sponded to this questioa 

A: "Foitnnately, the nation's 
high ranking officials are paying 
special attention to industries anrt 
agricubme and this assists us in 
speeding up our work. 

We are currently continuing 
onr cooperation with several min- 
istries. bureaux and organizations 
such as the oil, drflUng; petro- 


Ordinarily, the military standards' 
safety ratio is higher than the regular 
standards. 



chemical and refining industi 

"I believe that the country 
dustrial managers' first prioi 
to create the self-belief and 
reliance spirit, which is m 
easy task. 

"We must trust our indu 
capabilities in general and dci 
industries capabilities in pai 
lar specially after all these 
ccssfiil achiev’emenls. 






Shooting the First Guns 

Q: Dr., would you tell us 
•about the gun perforatings' 
A: "Berorc even the eo 
was signed and the monc 


L'civcd. .spiuc p.m samples tveic 
sent to Shohul Shah Ab^ I ndttg - 
trial Conq>lcx and our frienis 


started the designing and produc- 
tion. We hav e so far produced 
more than N(H) tv pes of spare pans 
in our complex. 

"Stcihid Shah Abadi and 
Sanam complexes arc now cern- 
fied and apixoved by the National 
Iranian Drilhng Company. 

''Importing spare pasts faces ' 
anotlicr complication vvhidi is the 
customs barriers tesuluitg in the 
stoppage of cur worit cv’Ciy once 
in a while 

"Other tlian just being.8ble to 
manufacture the parts doxpesti- 
cally is an .issuriitg fact its^and 
our workers and lechnicia&s do 
not worry about the lack of spare 
pans any longer." be stress^ 

Industries* BnresDcntic - 
Sy.ricm, Need for Upheaval 

Q: Speaking as tite&aivtf 
the complex, is there a luedfw a 
reviitv of the industries* buitau- 
erotic s^’stent? 

A; “There certainly is, beca&e 
tliey practically arc not coendi- 
nated with the development which 
has started and is being shaped. 
That is a major obstacle for our 
managers to dct clop 'scif-bdK^. 
Yes. h is serious and umst be re- 
moved." he demanded. 

Why Domestic Products? 

Q: Houidyttu tell us vdby we 
.should produce our own prod- 
ucts domestically? 

A: "PFocuiing our parts from ; 
foreign sources is ea^* and quoliQ’ 
assuring while guaranteeii^ non* 
stop production, now \vh>- not im- 
port? 

"Giving a chance to our own 
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% in Producing Petroleum Industry’s Vital Spare Parts 
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^IriPrf TTBmnfaetiireTe tO match 

their piodacts against foreign ri- 
vals aod staodaids is a cbaUeiige 
they dxnild not be depdved of;" 
the congile^ dixector said 

Shabid Shah Abadi Complex 
in Global Competition 

Q: Ih: Assen^oor, £d you 
pay m^mgfoT the Ueknology? 
.A: "No we didn’t. At first for- 
roann&ctoieis seemed like 
inniidbile moD^eis to us which 


are proud of what has been 
accomplished at Shahid Shah 
^^adi Complex. 


substituting them whh e\-cn an- 
other foreign manufacturer like a 
European one, for instance. ns\ er 
crossed our minds, due to severe 
price increases, not to mention 
.substituting it rviih a domestic 


May the Strings of Depend- 
ence' Be Cut 

Q: Dr. .■issmnipoor, yvhat are 
all other benefits nhen we cut tiie 
strings of dependency? 

A: "Any devout Iranian Mus-- 
lim feels proud when he sees the- 



'•■'•■acis ,.'JT * 
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g r The industries bureaucratic 
system is not coordinated with the 
development which has started 
and is being shaped. 
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"But then, we installed and 
tested the spare parts on the drill- 
ing masts after their approval by 
the drOling industi>’'s laboratory. 

"One oiu* experts • who zp- 
pro\'ed our parts is a man with 30 
years of e,xpetience who was 
ne\'er a belie\'er in domestic 
manufacturing," Dt Assemipoor 
pointed out 

QaaUtyand Standard 

Q; While the quaSty of the 
products in your complex have 
been tested in ^aedee. shouldn't 
they also be apjnoved by la’s say 
the Iranian Institute of Standard 
and Industrial Research? 

A: "It is quite obvious that the 
safett' ratio in defense industnes 
is much more than chil indus- 
tries. In defense industries, tl^ 
ahvavs ti>- to use the best qual^' 
raw materials to xnanufaenw the 
highest quality products while be- 
ing cxticinel)' accurate. 

"The customers e\’aluate the 
merchandise too. But, ^5® *^ 
center to he present. I ihirit there 
is a need for the creation of a ^ 
bureau within the Standard In^- 
tuic under the name of, for m- 

siance ’Dcput>' 

S^-Sufficicnc?- Standards or 

etc... issuing the national st^ 

approvaL" the director of Shatad 

Shah Abadi complex added. 


: ■ 


strings of dependeocy cut and the 
culture of self-reliance prevailed. 

"ft was until recently, when our 
hard working oil^eQ drilling 
workers woikmg in extreme heat 
ran out of gun peiforatiiigs, they 
would be all fii^teoed because of 
work stoppage. 

"But now they are nsiqg our 
products, sending the gun perfo- 
ratings down the wells, you can 
see tiem shout in joy when they 
hear the explosions deep down 
under the ground. It is as if with 
every e?q)losion one string of de- 
pendency had been cut," he 
stressed. 

Superiorities of MOiCary 
Standards 

Q: Are the ndlitary standards 
spedalones? 

A: "As the director of Shahid 
Shah Abadi conqrlex, I believe 
that military standards ate more 
accredited and have a higher 
saf^ ratio, that’s why the oil in- 





*' 

■'^SSg.C"^ 
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dustiy lakes a lot of ad\'nnlagc in 
cooperating with us. But for (he 
very* same reason the prices arc 
tughcr." he admined. 

Beyond the Borders 

Q: Do you have any plans for 
offering your conqjlex's sendees 
abroad? 

A; "Our priority is the procure- 
ment of the domestic iiidusuies 
demands. Once that's done, we'll 
go abroad." he emphasized. 

Islanuc Revolution and Self- 
Sufficiency 

Q: What are your news on die 
Islamic Revolution’s iffects on 
sdf-bdiff? 

A: The world arrogance has 
always been and still is after the 
plundering of the societies' hu- 
man. economic and cultural re- 
sources. Cultural plundering 
causes self-disbelief, thus aftiwy s 
leanirig on the outsiders. Unfortu- 
naiefy, this way of thinking is 
somewhat widespread around the 
wodd. 

"Fortunaiefy. God blessed the 
Shias with this historically unique 
Rex'ohition. Mai^ of oiu* enemies 






Dr. Assemipoor. the National Iranian Drilling Company 
ing director 



Today, our driilmg workers andA 
foremen need not worry about | 
delays in receiving spars parts. | 


considered our Divine Revolution 
a political one arid fought it politi- 
cly. Some others considered it 
an economic one and fought it 
economically. 

The &ct is that the Islamic 
Revolution comes from a fertile 
seed which grows, bears fruhs 


fense industries are 
manufacturing the pans for the 
nation's ci\il industries. . 

"I dare to say that the defense 
industries and Shahid Shah Abadi 
Complex are capable of produc- 
ing all the spare parts ne^ed by 
the nation's nutustries. if the two 
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?Tvt develops a strong tnrnk wher- 
ever h is spread," the complex di- 
rector add^. 

Reverse Rdatioiiship, the 
Outcome of Cooperation 

Q: Dr., you have hdd high 
posts in the defense industries 
during the dght-year -war, what 
are dte posdbQdies for the de^ 
fense industries to manufacture 
the parts needed by the cml in- 
dustries? 

A: "A bridge was made be- 
tween tls two industries when 
civil industritt started manufac- 
turing the spare parts needed by 
the mililajy sector during the wac 

"Now, in peace time our lela- 
tKHish^ has reversed and the de- 


the National Drilling Co. charges 
15 mlUion dollars for the whole 
process and the insuiHauon of the 
drilling mast. While only the la- 
bor cost with n foreign company 
is 6 million dollars." he said. 

Shahid ShalP; 
Abadi 
Industrial 
Complex is 
now competing ; 

against the 
foreign rivals, I 
without having ; 
paid anything j 
for the ! 
technology. | 


Message to Oar Fellow 
Countrymen 

We conclude our report with a 
joint message issued by Messrs 
Assemipoor artd the Director of 
Shahid Shah Abadi Complc.v 


The nation ’s mdnstria! managers- f.rst \ 
priority is the creation of the se^bsllef \ 
and self-reliance, - 


industries blend together creating 
blossoming and innoi'ation. the 
doctor stressed. 

Export of Ser«'icc$* Parts and 
Iran’s Snperiorities 

Q: Dr. Assemipoor, nhat are 
your views on Ae export of drill- 
ing services, spare parts and 
equipment? 

A: "The Islamic Republic of 
Iran has some e.\pon superiorities 
on sendees and parts. One of 
them is cheap laboc For insiancc. 


"With God's blessings and the 
will of our Imam Zanian ( 12ih 
Imam of the Prophet's House- 
hold). we have a rich country. Our 
people ore inielligeni. On materi- 
alistic resources, we arc very rich. 

Tlicse spiritual and materialis- 
tic possibilities will reach their 
peak and our proud Muslim na- 
tion will gain triumph under the 
great leadership of the .Ayatollah 
IChamcnei and our late Imam's 
hea\*enly blessings." they con- 
cluded. 
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Largest 

Encyclopedia on 
the Life of 


‘Les Miserables’ 
atBahman 
Farhangsara 


IRAN NEWS AST DESK 


T he stage production of Victor 
Hueo’s *Les Miserables’ at 


X Hugo’s *Les Miserables’ at 
the Bahznan Farhangsara has been 
met widi enthusiastic public re- 
ception and is to run through tiie 
end of the current Iranian year 
(March 20). 

The production is directed by 
Behruz Gharibpoor who also 
adapted the novel to die play for* 
mat 

Considered as a new move in 
the Iranian theater, the production 
features 60 performers in 180 
parts. Daily performances begin at 
6 p.m. 

According to the public rela- 
tions department of the Bahman 
Farhangsara, die 8th session of the 
Theater Writers and Critics will fo- 
cus on Behruz Gharibpoor’s pro- 
duction of ‘Les Miserables.’ 

The session, which is to be at- 
tended by a number of playwrights 
and theater critics including 
Gharibpoor, is scheduled to be 
held at the Drama Unit of the Art 
Bureau of the Islamic Propagation 
Organization (No. 4/1 Argentine 
Alley, Hafiz Street) at 4 p.m. on 
Saturday Jami^ 4. 

Geology ip 
the Mirror of 
Photographs 

IRAN NEWS ART DESK 


A photo exhibition, entitled "Ge- 
>losv in die Mirror of Kioto- 


XXology in die Mirror of Kioto- 
graphs,’ will open at the House of 
Science of Andishe Farhangsara on 
Thursday Januaiy 2. 

According to the public rela- 
tions department of Andishe 
Farhangsara, the exhibition is a 
synthesis of the science of geology 
and the art of photography and will 
include images by Nader Es- 
fandiari and Arash Sharifi. 

The show will run through 
January 16, and visiting hours start 
at 9:00 a.m. 


star Wars” Props, Spacecraft Coming to Major Museum 


IRAN NEWS ART DESK 

Dar al-Waseelah Publishing 
House in Mecca last wedc publish- 
ed a 12-volume encyclopedia in 
Arabic, said to be the largest in the 
world, on Prophet Mohammad 
(peace be upon him), an IRNA re- 
port from Athens smd. 

The 6000-page encyclopedia, 
which covers 360 subjects on the 
life and teachings of die Prophet, 
was prepared at a cost of over S2 
million, Saudi daily Arab News re- 
ported. 

It was prepared by a group of 
40 experts in hadith, Arabic lan- 
guage, jurisprudence and Islamic 
education during a period of seven 
years. 

The encyclopedia was super- 
vised by Sheikh Saleh ibn Abdul- 
lah ibn Humaid, imam and kfaateeb 
(preacher) of the Haram Mostiue in 
Mecca. 

The woik will be translated 
into Persian, Urdu, French, Turk- 
ish, English, Tagalog and Swahili 
languages. 

Preparations are under way to 
display the encyclopedia’s high- 
lights on the Internet, in English, 
within the next few months. 

The price of die encyclopedia 
will be in the range of SlOO- 130. 

Stage 

Production of 


Am exAiGit, sAowmsim^ 250 ori^haS iHOtioH pleiuta 
props, artwork, modoGs ond eosftott^S, wiGG open Mtfxf 
NovM^er to rnarG tAa lOtG oMt^nrsMy of 'Star Wars 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The X- 
Wing fighter piloted by Lidte Sky- 
walker in the science fiction movie 
bit *‘Star Wars” isn't as histori- 


and Space Museum. 

But curators of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, which operates 
a score of U.S. govemment-sup- 


Thursday it will open an exhibit 
iMxt November to mark the 20th 
anniversary of “Star Wars,” 
showcasing 250 original motion 



Harrison Ford (C) in “Star Wars,” the 1977 children’s adventure film that started the trend for 
cartoon-etyle epic 


caliy significant - or fli^t-wordiy 
- as die Apollo 1 1 space capsule in 
the Washington's most popular 
visitor attraction, the National Air 


ported museums, say H has earned 
its space by sparking Americans’ 
imaginations. 

Air and Space atmounced 


picture props, artwork, models and 
coshunes. 

“The best way to getkids inter- 
ested In space is to give them a 


good fuitasy,” sard curator Mary 
Henderson, who is also writing a 
botrfc about “Star Wars” as a 
popular American myth. **Onc 
major motive ... is to show ’Star 
Wars' as a compelling space flight 
fantasy.” 

Among the displays will be 
models of Han Solo’s Millennium 
Falcon, imperial star destroyers 
and Luke's X-Wing fighter. Also 
look for life-size models of Chew- 
ban-a and C-3PO, Princess Leia’s 
white robe dress from the original 
movie and her scant slave-girl cos- 
tume from ^'^Retum ofthe Jedi.” 

Also included will be artwork 
used as scenery on the ice-planet of 
Hoth, early drawings of characters 
and scenes such as the bar on 
Luke’s home planet, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi’s light saber and other 
props, and a 30-minute documen- 
tary about the myth that captured 
America’s imagination. 

‘^^Star Wars’ is famous for the 
beauty and the rich detail of the 
models that were made for it,” 
Henderson said. “One of the 
things 'Star Wars’ did was create a 
whole new way of doing special 
effects. It looks a little primitive 
now, but back then it was some- 
thing really special.” 

This is not the museum's first 
foray into Hollywood's version of 
space. The Air and Space Museum 
displayed props and postumes 
from “Star Trek” in a 1992 ex- 
hibit, which attracted nearly 
900,000 visitors. For 1 1 months, 
visitors vrere already queued at 
opening time. 

Curators had an idea how 
popular their planned “Star Wars” 
‘exhibit would be when they started 
setting up the preview display case 



NEW YORK (AP) - Nature is 
running amok on U.S. network 
television. 

Raixgiagiirg floodwatm w^ 
away cars, bears attack traiaers 
and tornadoes destroy homes on 
gr^hic and hi^y rated reality 
shows. Many of tte scenes, such 
as a man plummeting to earth 
when his bungee cord sru^s, make 
riewers cringe. 

But enough people are tuning 
in to make U.S. networks air more 
of the shows, which have ignited 
a controversy about the bounda- 
ries of good taste. 

“I fliink there is a line and we 
work very hard to stay on the right 
side of that line,” said Michael 
Rosenfeld, executive producer of 
a National Geographic Special on 
killer creatures. 

NBC executive Don Ohlmeyer 
compared the rival Fox network’s 
broadcast of “When Animals At- 
tack” to a snuff film, a form of 
pornography that glorifies killing. 
Toyota ask^ fox not to repeat a 
program with a deadly car acci- 
dent. 

And critics attacked the net- 
work for broadcasting the pro- 
gram twice within three weeks 
during the November “sweeps” 
period - when networks try to 
entice viewers because advertising 
rates are on the line. 

Yet there's no indication these 
shows will fade away, since 
they're quick and easy to make 
and offer enou^ lurid fascination 
to stop channel surfers in their 
tracks. 

CBS was the progenitor for na- 
ture’s tabloid TV, • airing 
“World's Most Dangerous Ani- 
mals” last year. But Fox took the 
genre one step further with 


“When Animals Attack,” CBS 
officials said. 

“When the first ‘When Ani- 
mals Attack' hit die air, die foot- 
age diat we had discarded from 
our show - as either too graf^ or 
too violent or exploitive - was in 
that show,” said Terry Botwick, 
vice presideiit for special pro- 
gramming at CBS. “We draw the 
line at a dilferem place.” 

CBS aired footage of a bear 
turning on its frainer, but stopped 
when the attack became too 
graphic. Fox kept going, he said. 

Fox spolresi^ Jeff Derome 
said die shows were just a single 
component of the network’s 
sdiedule, winch “reflects the di- 
versified taste of telerision view- 
ers.” 

In response to Ohlmeyer's 
criticism. Fox officials pointed 
out that NBC promoted a “Date- 
line NBC” segment about some- 
one being gored by a bull. 

Both Fox and CBS have mred 
programs featuring blizzards, 
floods, earthquakes and other 
natural disasters. Fox called its 
program “When Disaster 
Strikes.” CBS presented “Forces 
of Nature.” 

Another Fox special, "Close 
Call: Cheating De^,” showed a 
skydiver filnung his own terrify- 
ing fall as two parachutes mal- 
fonctioned. 

After the success of the movies 
“Twister,” the weather channe l 
did brisk business selling video 
footage of storm fanatics chasing 
tornadoes. 

Even the most venerable pur- 
veyor of nature programming, 
National GeograpUc, is getting 
into the act, preparing a documen- 
tary called “Deadly Encounters,” 


featuring black widow spiders, 
rattlesnakes and bears. National 
Geographic says its show will be 
less sensational. 

*T would never want to scare 
people or to dwell on a msxiber of 
small incidents and give people the 
hnpression that it’s more danger- 
ous om there than it really is,” 
sud Rosenfeld. 

That’s a concern of some peo- 
ple who monitor television’s ef- 
fect on children. The UCLA 
Center fm* Communication Poli^ 
called the timid of animat qiecials 
“Ominmis.” 


Altbou^ reality television is 
not a guaranteed hit - CBS’s 
“Forces of Nature” on Dec. 13 
finished 8ist among 119 ranked 
prime-time shows that week - the 
^ws have a large audience. 

One Fox telecast of “When 
Animals Attack” was the net- 
work’ s sixth-higbest rated show of 
die week. An es^ cable netwo^ 
devoted to animals, “Animal 
Planet,” is in the wnks. 

The shows a^^ieal to people’s 
fascination with the uncon- 
trollable, said Michael Marsden, 
a pop culture expert. 


” Inspired by Love " 
At Eshraq Farhangsara 


"Inspired by Love ” the feature film directed by Alireza Oavud- 
nezhad, is being screened at the Golbang Hall of Eshraq 
Farhangsara. Daily screenings start at 3, 5 and 7 p. m. until 
Friday Jan. 10. “Inspired by Love” features Khosro Shakibai 
' Sahare Rahnama, Mohammad Reza Davudnezhad. ’ 

Address: Jashnvare St, 2nd Tehranpars Sq. 



Props and costumes have been 
stored in California and onty a few 
items have been displayed *m Sm 
Francisco and Japan. 


The museum show, to open in 
November 1997, should add to 
what is expected to be a blaze of 
publicity for next year's amuveii- 
sar>‘ of the original. In addition to 
the original three movies returning 
to the big screen next spring, ex- 
pect Hollywood commercializa- 
tion of everything from action fig- 
ures to lunch boxes. 


The re-released “Star Wars” 
trilogy will include previously dis- 
carded footage and buffed-up q)o 
cial effects and soundtracks. “Star 
Wars” hits theaters Jan. 31, fol- 
lowed by “The Empire Strikes 
Back” Feb. 21, and “Jedi” March 
7. 

“Star Wars” is the fourth- 
highest grossing film ever, wifo 
S323 million in receipts, behind 
“E.T..” “Jurassic and 

“Forrest Gump.” 

Antonioni J^ses 
Awards in 
Bnr^flary 

ROME (AFI^ - I talian dnector 
Michelangelo Antoniom's Rome 
fiat has been broken into and bur- 
glars have made off with the most 
prestigious awards be has re- 
ceived in his long cinema caicei; 
police said Saturday. 

Items taken included the Oscar 
he leceh'ed in 199S for his lifo- 
ti^'s work, the Golden Lion 
from the \bnice Film Fesdval 
awarded in 1983 for his career 
and the Golden Palm he won at 
the Cannes Film Festival with his 
1967 film "Blow Up." 

Investigators said the flat was 
buigled on, December 25 or 26 
while the director and Ins wife 
Enrica Fico were spendiog Christ- 
mas in the ^^ce region. 

Fico on Saturday appealed to 
the thieves to letum tlK trophies, 
s^ing the director had been par- 
ticularly upset by their loss. "It^ 
the history of his life," she told the 
Rome newqjapcr La Repubblica. 


Tam Cruise Acis 
Stories Jbr His Kids 


this week. Though woriun wm 
hidden by a six-foot pvtitioo, visi* 
tors stretched cameres ever their 
heads to take picturei of the life- 
size model of C-3P0, tiio goldea 
robot who accompanied Luke Sky- 
waDcer around the ^laxy. 
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“You can tefl how popular ft's . 

going to be just by looking ae foe 
kids’ faces when they see 
said Kim Riddle. qsokeswtnaB' 
forthemuseum. "They love it”" 
The showcase offois a so^ 
preview with Ufe-size modds - 
C-3PO. R2-D2 and an ioqse^ 
storm trooper, and several pnini:'. 
tngs used in the fihnii^ 


NEW YORK (AP) - Tom Cruise 
and Nicole Kidman are doing 
some extracurricular acHng - ftff 
their lads’ bedtime srories. 

“Having two actors u your 
parents has some advantages - we 
play all the characters in their 
books,” Cruise recently toW a 
magazine in its January issue. 
“Little benefits, you know?” 

However, l-year-old Conner 
and 4-year-old Isabella "tevcn’i 
seen any of our films,” he said. 
“They’re not allowed m really 
watch television. We read to them 
and they're allowed to watch edu- 
cational videos.” 
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advertisement 


NEWS 


BsgfcaB«aiaaa8w>»g»^ 


KHA 

Sflies & Rentals 

i l|^« Offices. 

forfarAerir^amation. 

pb. ask for Mr. Nia 


JCHA-Jngt f, rnll nwny 

An active agency 
for all nationalities! 
with best offers 

We’ll work harder for yon 

Tei: 204 - 0177 
Tel/Fax: 205 -4156 
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Emdad 
I Automobile 
Carriers 
and 
Cranes 
equipped 
with 
mobile 
phones 


Registration No. of invention: 25124 
Tel: 358513-17 
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Mir £mad Confectionery 
Orders for Oiristmas Ceremonies Taken 

We aim to cater your engagement, marriage, birthday 
parties and other meetings with the best quality 
cakes and cookies 

Tel: 875 2390 

Ad* Ro. 79. comer of 14 Alley, Mir Emad St, Shahid BeheshB Ave. y 
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I Exclusive fur } uur vncntions 

^SOCOL Sogol Tour ^ Mvel .^gersci? 

has arranged fantastic domestic an^ 
. overseas tours & tickets and visa for indi- 
viduals and groups. 

DaBy Tehran Sightseeing Excursion operated from 
March 21st 


Reservation: 

' English/French: Miss Pooneh 
I English/German: Miss Sabet 
> English/ltalian: Miss Farhi 

Address: No. 65; corner of Zohreh St., 

Modarres Exp’way, Tehran. 

Postcode: 15887 Tel: 009821-884 9082/85 
P.0.BOX': 16315-439 FaX: 009821-884 9086 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 


The world’s favourite airline 


Vall-Asr Ave. Oppostte Park flAellat, Saych St, Hoi Say eh BaUdfng 

Tel: 204 4552 Fox: 204 0927 



SHIRINI 
SARAYE 
VANAK 

(Pastry Store) 

¥■ > *3 * ^“^1^ ■V- 

Tabriz nut-Sohan-€ Qom (a kind of 
candy) - Yazd cotton candy-birthday 
and wedding cakes. 

Vanak St.-Shiraz Ave. 

Tel: 803 0492 
804 4853 


Neyshekar 

Con/ecfroneiy 


Coffee Shop 


Qua&t^ (^ahei, Po5trie6 

OrJerd for feaiUj partiei & meetings tahen 

S££:803 627i 

A.S.P residential building. 64 il 
St. intersection. Kurdestan Hwy 



Attention All Foreign 
Students 

. Teaching all subjects for all^ ^ 
grades especially O levelMhJ^^L 
(Maths, Physics 
'Chemistry... GCSE method) 

Sail: 256 1690 (6-9 p.m.) 



Time Magazine .Almanac 

On CD All issues from 1989 to 94 
inctudes Search. Soind & Videos 
Please call 8784301 Fax 8786877 


TAN DOOR 

Indian Bestaarant of 
Hotel T^d^ara 
the onl'ikj^tifen'tic 
Indian cuisine 
Indian management 
Mofateh Ave., Ardatan 
Street, opposite 
Shiroadi Stadium 
Open 7 days a weeP 

8825705,8825701, 

8820934 


mERTlSE IN IRAN NEWS 

TEL: 877 1330,878 6477, 
888 8148,888 8678 
FAX: 878 6475 
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THE ONLY GENUINE 
CHINESE 

FOOD IN TOWN 

No. 3 , Abdo Stn, Valiasr 
,Mt, ofip.FatOBL 
Tel: 881 0163.890714 


" advertise 

IN 

IRAN NEWS 

TEL: 888 8148, 888 8678, 877 1330 
FAX: 878 6475 


24 Hours 
Rental Car 
Code 155 

Ex. Middle 
East With 
Luxury Cars 

Tei: 8344S0 , 91 . 92 
FbX: 834493 


Dqpsrtm^t Store 


Happy New Year 


Big Sales 

Starting January 4 
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COLLECTION OF: 

and dioes 
• Coleus and varielies 






In the Name of God 


iUoU 


IRAN DAIRY INDUSTRIES COMPANY 


ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
MINISTRY OF JAHAD 








Beauty 

W 0 Domestic and foioga ait 

f 9 Scares and artificial 

, 0 Watches and eye-glasses 

f0Tablecloth.bed^*m^^'^ _ 

■ 0 Sq. next to Abnama 

Add: 1269 Vali-e Asr Are., sonfli of VanaK »q. 



"The Extension of International 
Tender Notice No. 96-11” 

Iran Dairy Industries Company, 
hereby advise that it intends to ex- 
tend the deadline of above-mentioned 
tender (two thermoforming machines 
for manufacturing cup and lid and one 
printing machine with capacity of 
manufacturing 15,000 cups per hour) 
up to 14.01.1997. Interested parties 
can dispatch their offers to the secre- 
tariat of this Co. maximum at 12 
o’clock of January 14,1997 and take a 
receipt. Obviously the received pro- 
posals will be opened on January 15, 
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Newcastle in Seventh Heaven 


LONDON (AFP) - Newcastle 
stormed back into the Premiership 
tiUe race with a remaik^le 7-1 
demolition of Tottenham at St. 
James' Pazk on Saturday. 

England trio Alan Shearer, Les 
Ferdinand and Rob Lee claimed 
two goals each and Philippe Al- 
bert also found the net as New- 
castle registeied their first win in 
eight premiership games. 

Arid despite their dreadful run 
of foon, the Mag>ies are only fn-e 
points behind leaders Liverpool 
going into the new year. 

The rout sparked scenes of 
wild celebrations throughout 
Newcasde and assistant manager 
Ten>' McDermoa beamed: "This 
might just kick-start our seasorL" 

And McDermott, standing in 
for New'castle boss Kevin Keegan 
who lushed home to be with his 
ilu-stiiken wife, Jeait, fired a 
warning to Newcastle's title ri- 
vals. 

"We're certainly not out of the 
championshq) race and you right 
us off at your peril" he 

"We know' we are capable of 
putting on peifoimances like that 
and if we can produce another 
against Leeds on New Year's Day 
we will be rig ht back in the htmf " 

Manchester United will enter 
the New Year in second place af- 
ter beating arch rivals Leeds 
United courtesy of an eighth min - 
ute penally fiom fans' favorite 
Eric Cantona. 

Roared on by the Premier- 
ship's biggest crowd of the season 
at 55,256 spectators. United had 
the better of a dull match ami go 
into 1997 on the back of three 
straight' wins in which th^ have 
scored 10 goals and conceded 
none. 

"Keeping clean sheets is the 
most impoitaiit thing for me be- 
cause defensive strength and con- 
sistency is what you build 
championsh^ challenges on," 
said United boss Alex Ferguson. 

Aston Villa came from behind 
to claim a point from a 2-2 draw 
at Highbury and Deiw Arsenal the 
chance to climb back on top of the 
Premiership. 

The Gunners dominated the 
first period and Junqred to the lead 
after Fan Wright’s 12th minute 
strike, his 22nd goal of the season. 


But MUa rallied in the second 
with back-in-favor Sa>'o 
Milosevic equalizing in the 67th 
minute and Dwight Yodee produc- 
ing an instant reply after Paul 
Merson restored Arsenal's lead 
six minutes later. 

Aston Villa's Brian Little ad- 
mitted his side were lucky to es- 
cape with a point after a dreadful 
first half. 

"If we had been three or four 
dow*n at half-time it would not 
have been an untrue reflection of 
the game." said Little. 

Arsenal's French Manger 
Arsene Wenger tried to look on 
the bright side of two points 
dropped: "It was important not to 
lose and ma>'be we will look back 
and see this point as being very 
v'aluable but of course yon are dis- 
appointed when you do not win at 
home." 

Joe Kinnear celebrated his 
30th birthday today by watching 
his fourth-placed Wrridrledon side 
bounce ba^ from Thursday’s 5-0 
midweek defeat at '^a that 
ended their 20-gaihe uidieaten 
lua 

Goals from Efan Ekoku. Oy- 
vind Leonhardsen and Marcos 
Gayle secured a 3-1 victory 
against Eveiton at Goodison Park 
and Kinnear said: "T could not 
have wished for a better present 
than the result today. 

"We have a coiqrle of games in 
hand onLiveipool and we are still 
up there. It is not bad going for a 
little club." 

Middlesbrough's troubled 
manager; Bryan Robson, dodged 
the post-match press conference 
after watching his side slurrq) to a 
3-0 defeat at straggling Coventry. 

Middlesbrough have won just 
once in their last IS Premiership 
outings and entenhe New Year in 
crisis after pickiiig up just 28 
points in the whole of 1996. 

A first half header from Danen 
Huckeiby set the Sky Blues on the 
way before a second half spot- 
kick from Gary McAllister and a 
spectacular own goal by Craig 
Liddle capped another miserable 
d^ for Middie^roogh. 

David Pleat watched his side 
salvage a point at Chelsea after 
fighlirig back from two goals 
down,- but he had nothing but the 



ALAN SHEARER 

highest praise for Ruud Gullit’s Mark Hughes bad pit Chelsea 2-0 


stylish Londoners. 

Wednesday were taken apart in 
the first 20 minutes in an enter- 
taining dash at Stamford Bridge 
and Pleal, who got stuck in the lift 
on his down to pitch-side to 
reorganize his side, enthused: "I 
thought Chelsea were superb, the 
way thpy pass the ball and the 
way they move is ^lendid for the 
game. 

"I thoroughly enjoyed being a 
manager today. Chel^ in those 
first 15 minutes nearly had me 
falling oCT the top of the stand.” 

But after Gianfranco Zola and 


Robson Grounds Ronaldo for New Yearns Eve 


BARCELONA t AFP) - Barcelona 
coach Bobby Robson is not letting 
his Brazilian star striker Ronaldo 
return home for New Year's Eve 
as punishment for missing a train- 
ing session here on Saturday 
morning. 

Ronaldo, a hot contender for 
this year’s FIFA player of the year 
awanl was due back at training at 
10:00 local time, after passing 
Christinas in his home country. 

But international flight delays 
meant that Ronaldo only arrived 
back in time to join the team for 
the afternoon training session. 

Englishman Robson decided to 
schedule the 20-year old for a per- 
sonal trainiiig session on Decem- 
ber 3 1 as a disciplinary measure. 

Ronaldo will be joined by fel- 
low Brazilian Giovamu, who has 
been repTunanded for the same 
reasons. 

According to Spanish press, 
Ronaldo was intendii^ to return 
to Brazil until the SpahishXeague 
got underway again on January 4. 

Only a week ago, Ronaldo 
opened fire on his coach Bobby 
Robin's methods in the local 
press, saying they had to change. 

7^ 20-year old sensation indi- 



cated to journalists that he was 
much more at ease playing under 
the guidance of the B razilian na- 
tional coach Mano Zagalo. 

At the time of the attack, 
Ronaldo, who was a member of 
the Brazilian world cup winning 
squad in 1994, had not scored a 
goal in over a month in Spanish 
League. In 1994/95 he created a 
sensation in the Dutch Football 


League when he scored 30 goals 
in the season for PSV Eindhoven 
Robson, a former England 
ccrach who took charge in the 
summer, has come in for increas- 
ing criticism from disgruntled 
fans with Barca third m the table 
after losing to Real Madrid three 
weeks ago, a defeat which left 
their bitter rivals four points clear 
of the Catalan giards. 


ahead, Mark Pembridge pulled 
Wednesday back into the game 
with a storming 30-yaid volley be- 
fore Dgan Stcfancvic equalized 
in injniy-tiine. 

Chelsea boss Gullrl thougb^ 
was upset at two points lost, ftim- 
"We gave them cbmtees be- 
cause we were sloppy, losing balls 
in midfield. That is s&qrid." 

Wsst Ham's nine-match win- 
less streak finally came to an end 
as Croatian Sla\'en Bilic and Ro- 
manian Florin Radudom scored 
the goals in a 2-0 win over Sun- 
dedand. 

Australia Call Up 
Bichel and Law 
to Face Pakistan 

SYDNEY (AFP) - Australian se- 
lectors on Sunday called up 
Queensland paceman Andrew 
Bichel to play I^akistan in the 
world series one day contest here 
Wednesday. 

The 26-year-old leading wicket 
taker in Australian first class 
cricket joins fellow Queenslander 
Stuart Law as the new men in the 
I2-4nan squad to fece Pakisan. 

Bichel has taken 29 wickets at 
17.48 and gets his opportunity at 
tev level after a strong display 
against West Indies for an Austra- 
lian XI in Hobut last mniith 

Bichel replaces Jason Gillespie 
of Soodi Australia, who strait^ 
musdes inhis left ade wlule bowl- 
ing in the first innings of the third 
test, woiL by she wickets by die 
West Indies on Saturday. Gilleqne 
could be out for iq) to six weels. 

Selectors relegated Iratsmen 
Matthew Hayden and Jnstin 
Langer for die limited-over match, 
while there was no room ft>r Ricky 
Pouting, who was dnqqied from 
die third test, malang way for 
Langer at number three in the bat- 
ting. 


Jaguars Bring 
Down Bills 


buffalo, new YORK (AFP) - 

The Jacksonville Jaguais won the 
fust National Football League 
playolf game in thdr two-j'car 
histon- on Saturday, over peren- 
nial postseason contenders Buf- 
falo. 

Natrone Means rushed for 175 
yards and Mike Hollis kicked 
three field goals, including t^ 
game-uinning 45-yatder with 
three minutes left, to lift the Jag- 
uars to a 30-27 dctoiy over the 
Bids. 

It was the Bills' first plm-ofT 
loss at Rich Stadium, where thc\' 
had won nine postseason games. 

Hollis needed the help of a 
friendly bounce off the right up- 
ri^t on the winning kick. The 
ball caromed off the top of the 
post but still went through. 

Jacksonville will play either 
Denver or New England in the 
second round of the American 
CoofereiKe plt^'offs next week- 
end. 

It appeared the veteran Bills, 
who were making their ci^Uh 
playoff appearance in nine years, 
were headed to victory when cor- 
nezback Jeff Bums intercepted a 
tipped pass and returned it 38 
yai^ for a touchdown 43 seconds 
iriin the fourth quarter to snap a 
20-20 tie. 

But the Jaguars responded to 
the pl^off pressure with a 10- 
play, 65-yard scoring dih’c. 
carped by a two-yaid touchdown 
pass from Mark Bninell to Jimin>‘ 
S mithy to tie the game at 27-27 
with just under nine loinutes left 
in the game. 

BroneU, who completed 15-of- 
33 passes for 239 yards with two 
interoeptioiis. hit Keenan 



Emmitt Smith 

McCardeU with two passes for 39 
yards in the drive and means con- 
verted a fburth-and-one play with 
a two-yanl gain. 

JadcsonviHe's defense tlwn 
forced a turnover on Buffalo's 
next possession. Bills quaiteiback 
Jim Kelfy scrambled out of the 


podcct and funfoted aftobeiag Hi 
by safew Chris Hudson, the 
was iccovca*d by comciback 
Aaron Beasley the Jacksonville 
41->‘ani Imc. Kelly was injured on 
the pla>‘ and did not return. *Ibdd 
Collins n^loccd him on Buffalo's 
last two possessions, but was un- 
able to move the b.'di. 

In the key matchup of the 
gome, second-year left tackle 
Tom' Bosclli held Bills aft-pro de- 
fensive end Bruce Smith without 
a sadE. Smith led the AFC with 
o\*cr 1 3 sacks this season Bosclli. 
the second overall pick in the 
1995 draft, allowed just one sack 
this season. 
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DALLAS OWNER 
JERRY JONES 

Cowboys 
Embarrass 
Vikings 40-15 

DALLAS. TEXAS (AFP) - The 
Dallas Cowboys, who have strug- 
gled all season, finally had things 
fall thdr wa>‘ on Saturdm* in a 40- 
15 National Football League play- 
off \ictoiy 0 %'er Minnesota. 

George Teague forced two 
ftimbles. one of which prc\*eiiied a 
touchdown, and returned an iitfer- 
ception 29 yards for a score as the 
reigning Super Bowl champions 
embarrassed the VUdogs 40-lS in 
a National Conference wildcard 
game. 

Troy .Aikman. Emmitt Smith. 
Michael Irvin and Deion Sanders 
all had big games for the Cow- 
boys, who were relegated to the 
wildcard round, for the first time 
since 1991. 

With quarteiback Biad 
Johnson making his first career 
plav’off start the VUdngs commit- 
led four tumovets and allowed 
268 yards in the first half, fallii^ - 
behind 30-0. 

The Cowboys next will face 
the Carolina Panthers, the NFC 
West chanqiioiis but a second- 
year team that will be plating the 
first postseason game in franchise 
history. Dallas has reached the 
NFC cham p ir mship gamfe four 
Straight years, winning the Stqwr 
Bowl three -rimfis rt m-ing that qian. 



MICHAEL IRVIN 



